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Developing Speaking skills for B1 Preliminary for 
Schools and B2 First for Schools:
A focus on pronunciation



• B1 Preliminary for Schools & B2 First for Schools speaking paper

• Speaking assessment Criteria

• Features of pronunciation

• Resources and activities to practice pronunciation

• Exam preparation resources

Overview



B1 Preliminary for Schools & B2 First 
for Schools Speaking paper



Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4

B1 Preliminary 
for Schools

A conversation 
between the 
interlocutor and 
each candidate 
(spoken 
questions)

An individual ‘long 
turn’ for each 
candidate based 
on a photograph

A two-way 
conversation 
between the 
candidates, 
following 
instructions with 
visual stimulus

A discussion on 
topics related to 
the collaborative 
task (spoken 
questions).

12 minutes

B2 First
for Schools

A conversation 
between the 
interlocutor and 
each candidate 
(spoken 
questions).

An individual ‘long 
turn’ for each 
candidate with a 
response from the 
second candidate
based on a pair of
photographs

A two-way 
conversation 
between the 
candidates, 
following 
instructions with 
written stimuli

A discussion on 
topics related to 
the collaborative 
task (spoken 
questions).

14 minutes

Speaking: B1 Preliminary for Schools & B2 First for Schools



Grammar and Vocabulary
• Have they done what they were asked to do?

Discourse Management
• Is it informal or formal?

Pronunciation
• Is it in a logical order?

Interactive Communication
• Is there a range of structures/lexis?
• Is the language accurate?

Speaking assessment Criteria



Handbooks for Teachers

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/167792-b2-first-for-schools-handbook.pdf
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/504345-b1-preliminary-for-schools-handbook-2020.zip


Speaking assessment Criteria

Handbooks for Teachers



Pronunciation

• Is it intelligible?

• Are individual sounds articulated clearly?

• Is sentence and word stress accurately placed?

• Is intonation appropriate?

Speaking assessment Criteria



Intelligible
A contribution which can generally be understood by a sympathetic expert speaker, even if the speaker 
has an unfamiliar accent.

B1 Preliminary & B2 First - Pronunciation
Handbook for Teachers

“Teaching pronunciation is about helping your learners to 
become more intelligible in the target language. It’s important 
to regularly check that what you are doing in class contributes 
to this basic objective.”

Mark Hancock (2020) 50 Tips for Teaching Pronunciation p. 2 Cambridge University Press

https://www.cambridge.org/kn/cambridgeenglish/teacher-development/mark-hancocks-50-tips-teaching-pronunciation/mark-hancocks-50-tips-teaching-pronunciation-pocket-editions?format=PB


Intelligible
A contribution which can generally be understood by a sympathetic expert speaker, even if the speaker 
has an unfamiliar accent.

Phonological features
These include the pronunciation of individual sounds, word and sentence stress and intonation. 
Individual sounds are:

• vowels, e.g. the /&/ in cat or the /e/ in bed
• diphthongs, when two vowels are rolled together to produce one sound, e.g. the /@U/ in host or 

the /eI/ in hate
• consonants, e.g. the /k/ in cut or the /f/ in fish.

B1 Preliminary & B2 First - Pronunciation
Handbook for Teachers



Stress
The emphasis laid on a syllable or word.
• e.g. imPORtant.
• e.g. Record vs reCORD.
• e.g. WHY is that one important? versus Why is THAT one important?

Intonation
The way the voice rises and falls, e.g. to convey the speaker’s mood, to support meaning or to indicate 
new information.
• e.g. Where do you live? vs Do you live in Brazil?

B1 Preliminary & B2 First - Pronunciation
Handbook for Teachers page 65



Are you ready to teach pronunciation?



What is needed to teach pronunciation effectively
Celce-Murcia, M., D. M. Brinton, & J. M. Goodwin (2010). Teaching pronunciation: A reference and course text, 2nd ed. (p. 44). 
Cambridge University Press

What the teacher 
needs to know

Knowledge of the 
pronunciation 
features (e.g., 

articulation rules, 
occurrences in 

discourse)

Awareness of 
potential student 
problems (e.g., 
stemming from 
student’s L1 or 

diagnostic work)

Pedagogical 
priorities (i.e., which 

features should be 
taught and when)



Features of pronunciation –
Individual sounds



Individual sounds (or 
segmental features) 
include:
• Vowels
• Diphthongs
• Consonants

The Phonemic Chart

From: Underhill, Adrian (1994) Sound Foundations. 
Macmillan



Activities and resources to practise 
individual sounds



https://learnhip.com/pron/speaking/vow/heart-hurt.php

https://learnhip.com/pron/speaking/vow/heart-hurt.php


https://learnhip.com/pron/speaking/vow/heart-hurt.php

https://learnhip.com/pron/speaking/vow/heart-hurt.php


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxQUapA-2w4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxQUapA-2w4


Rice, rise
The consonant sounds /s/ and /z/

English Pronunciation in Use: Intermediate Self-study and Classroom Use (2012) p. 17 Cambridge University Press



English Pronunciation in Use: Intermediate Self-study and Classroom Use (2012) p. 17 Cambridge University Press



English Pronunciation in Use: Intermediate Self-study and Classroom Use (2012) p. 17 Cambridge University Press



/s/ versus /z/

Individual sounds that make a difference

≠

≠
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/phonemic-symbols



Features of pronunciation –
Stress, rhythm and intonation



• Stress
• Rhythm
• Intonation
(Known as the 
suprasegmental features)

The Phonemic Chart

From: Underhill, Adrian (1994) Sound Foundations. 
Macmillan



Stress
• /"/ Primary stress
• /! / Secondary stress

The Phonemic Chart

From: Underhill, Adrian (1994) Sound Foundations. 
Macmillan

Pronunciation

/prəˌnʌn.siˈeɪ.ʃən/



Intonation
• Rise
• Rise fall
• Fall rise
• Fall
• Level tone

The Phonemic Chart

From: Underhill, Adrian (1994) Sound Foundations. 
Macmillan



Activities and resources to practise 
stress, rhythm and intonation



https://wordwall.net/resource/27267040/3a-ex-2-syllable-stress



https://wordwall.net/resource/27267040/3a-ex-2-syllable-stress



Word stress maze

https://lessonplansdigger.files.wo
rdpress.com/2015/06/word-
stress-maze.pdf

https://lessonplansdigger.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/word-stress-maze.pdf


https://lessonplansdigger.files.wo
rdpress.com/2015/06/word-
stress-maze.pdf

Word stress maze

https://lessonplansdigger.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/word-stress-maze.pdf


Add the following words to the correct place in the grid below.

photograph - political - democrat - photographic – democratic - intellectual

Word formation, vocabulary development & pronunciation
Teacher Training Essentials page 46 Cambridge University Press

Noun Adjective Person

1. politics 2. ................................... 3. politician

4. democracy 5. ................................... 6. ...................................

7. intellect 8. intellectual 9. ...................................

10. ................................... 11. ................................... 12. photographer

13. diplomacy 14. diplomatic 15. diplomat



Add the following words to the correct place in the grid below.

photograph - political - democrat - photographic – democratic - intellectual

Word formation, vocabulary development & pronunciation
Teacher Training Essentials page 46 Cambridge University Press

Noun Adjective Person

1. politics 2. political 3. politician

4. democracy 5. democratic 6. democrat

7. intellect 8. intellectual 9. intellectual

10. photograph 11. photographic 12. photographer

13. diplomacy 14. diplomatic 15. diplomat



Add the following words to the correct place in the grid below.

photograph - political - democrat - photographic – democratic - intellectual

Word formation, vocabulary development & pronunciation
Teacher Training Essentials page 46 Cambridge University Press

Noun Adjective Person

1. politics 2. political 3. politician

4. democracy 5. democratic 6. democrat

7. intellect 8. intellectual 9. intellectual

10. photograph 11. photographic 12. photographer

13. diplomacy 14. diplomatic 15. diplomat



Sentence stress & connected speech

Do  you   like     living     in   Florence?



Sentence stress & connected speech

Do  you   like     living     in   Florence?

English is a stress-
timed language, not 
a syllable-timed one.



Features of Spoken English
Sound Foundations by Adrian Underhill

Me You Him Her

Me and You and Him and Her

Me and then You and then Him and then Her

Me and then it’s You and then it’s Him and then it’s Her



Combining stress and intonation



Notice how the change in stress changes the meaning of each question and elicits a 
different response

Contrastive stress
Interchange Level 1 (2017) 5th ed p. 40

Is the bedroom window cracked?

Is the bedroom window cracked?

Is the bedroom window cracked?

No, the kitchen window is cracked

No, the bedroom door is cracked

No, it’s stuck



Contrastive stress
Off the Page (2020) p. 203 CUP

1. Did they get here at eight o’clock?

2. Is it going to rain tomorrow?

3. Have you got a German car?

4. Is your older sister a lawyer?

5. Did you go to the cinema last night?

6. Do you usually come to school by bus?

No, they arrived at nine.

No, they say it’ll be cloudy

No, we’ve got a Japanese one

No, only my younger one

No, we went to a concert

No, I normally get there by train



Intonation - Showing surprise

Dan: I’ve won a competition. 
Martina:   Have you? Fantastic. What’s the prize?
Dan: A weekend for two in Bath ...
Martina:   Really? That’s great!

a) Do you?
b) Have you?
c) Are you ?
d) Did you?

Match 1-4 with a-d

1. I’m getting married.
2. I really like grammar
3. I went to New York for the weekend
4. I’ve eaten an insect.





What is needed to teach pronunciation effectively
Celce-Murcia, M., D. M. Brinton, & J. M. Goodwin (2010). Teaching pronunciation: A reference and course text, 2nd ed. (p. 44). 
Cambridge University Press

What the teacher 
needs to know

Knowledge of the 
pronunciation 
features (e.g., 

articulation rules, 
occurrences in 

discourse)

Awareness of 
potential student 
problems (e.g., 
stemming from 
student’s L1 or 

diagnostic work)

Pedagogical 
priorities (i.e., which 
features should be 
taught and when)



Words starting with the letter “R” sound like /h/. So...

Individual sounds that make a difference
Brazil

≠

≠
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/phonemic-symbols



Exam preparation resources on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/cambridgeenglishtv

https://www.youtube.com/user/cambridgeenglishtv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xF_Q2anYOfc


Exam preparation resources on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpmCHL8PnXq-k7ul81gTcYWmUP6HZm2Xj

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpmCHL8PnXq-k7ul81gTcYWmUP6HZm2Xj


www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/?skill=pronunciation&rows=12

Activities for learners 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/activities-for-learners/?skill=pronunciation&rows=12


www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/

http://www.cambridge.org/elt/blog/


Handbooks for Teachers

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/167792-b2-first-for-schools-handbook.pdf
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/504345-b1-preliminary-for-schools-handbook-2020.zip


Lesson Plans: Speaking

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/595605--online-teaching-b1-preliminary-for-schools-speaking-self-access-plan.pdf
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/637959-introduction-to-b2-first-for-schools-speaking.pdf


Thank you

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/your-new-classroom/
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