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Handout: Cognitive processing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening: a cognitive framework. Geranpayeh & Taylor 2013  
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Handout: Listening and the CEFR 
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Handout: Example item 1 

Listen to the recording and think about the following questions: 

1. What level of learners do you think this task is best suited to? 

2. Why does the item have visual options? 

3. What cognitive processes does the item target? 

4. What sources of difficulty are there in the item? 
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Handout: Example item 2 

Listen to the recording. Answer the question, and think about the following 

questions: 

1. Why do the items have text options? 

2. What cognitive processes do the items target? 

3. What sources of difficulty are there in the items? 
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Handout: Example task transcripts 

Example task 1 

 

Woman: Paul, when do you want to go? It’s seven thirty already. 

Man:  Be ready at ten to eight – we should leave then.  

Woman: You booked the table for eight fifteen, didn’t you? 

Man:  Yes, and we mustn’t be late. 

 

Example task 2 

 

Woman: In this city we’re all very proud of our castle, but how many of us 

can say, hand on heart, we’ve been round its museum? Well, 

yesterday we sent our reporter Toby Beesley to the Castle 

Museum to see what it’s like. 

Man: At the entrance you’re greeted by a notice describing it as the 

largest, most comprehensive city museum in the world. But 

many of its galleries are still very traditional with exhibits in glass 

cases. They quite deliberately avoid technological gadgetry 

in terms of CD ROMS and holograms, etc., because, we’re 

told, that wouldn’t fit the dignity of the castle. Apparently, no 

one’s saying that those things are in themselves undignified, but 

rather that they don’t sit very comfortably in what’s also a 

historical building. So this is a must for people who love the 

rather dusty quiet of a conventional exhibition with plenty of 

notices in a range of small print to peer at.  

Woman: Thanks to Toby for that. And now here’s Sophie, to tell us about 

the weekly farmers’ market … 
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