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What every teacher should know



Who are you?

A. I’m a teacher.

B. I’m a co‐ordinator/director of studies.

C. I’m a learner.

D. I’m a parent.



Why are you here?

A. I need evidence of Continuous
Professional Development.

B. I want to earn an Open Badge.
C. I want to know more about grammar 

and vocabulary assessment.
D. Other





Digital Open Badges

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/events/open‐badges
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Why is assessment of 
vocabulary and grammar one 
of the most common        
forms of testing?
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What am I 
testing?



Which of the following are aspects of 
grammatical and lexical ability?

A. Reciting rules

B. Ability to provide an accurate translation
C. Ability to select a correct form from several 

options on a multiple‐choice test
D. Ability to use grammar and vocabulary 

correctly while writing, speaking, reading 
or listening

E. All of the above



“Assessment of grammatical ability is 
nothing new. What has changed over 
time is what teachers have chosen to 
assess under the title of ‘grammar’.” 

(Purpura 2004:3)



What is grammatical and lexical ability?
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What is grammatical and lexical ability?
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use grammar and 
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while writing, speaking, 
reading or listening

Past Now
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meaning
associations
synonyms
antonyms
collocations
contexts of use
figurative use

pronunciation
spelling
morphology
syntax
frequency
register
discourse features

Aspects of grammatical and lexical ability
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Why assess grammar and vocabulary?

• Generation of ideas 
(conceptualisation)

• Knowledge of grammar

• Knowledge of vocabulary

• Knowledge of sounds 

• Articulation

SPEAKING
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Careful of negative washback though!



How am I 
testing?



Directly



Write an answer in 120–180 words in an appropriate style. 
You have seen this announcement in an international magazine.

MY FAVOURITE TEACHER
Tell us about a favourite teacher of yours and say what you remember 
about him or her. We will publish the most interesting article next 
month. Write your article.

Indirectly



TASK A

What type of response does each of these 
tasks elicit?

TASK B

TASK C



Extended production

Limited production

Selected            
response



Stem Maria hasn’t seen 
her ……….. 2 years.

How to evaluate test items



Stem Maria hasn’t seen 
her ……….. 2 years.

Response a. during
b. since
c. till
d. for

How to evaluate test items



Stem Maria hasn’t seen 
her ……….. 2 years.

Response a. during
b. since
c. till
d. for

Distractors

How to evaluate test items



Stem Maria hasn’t seen 
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Key

How to evaluate test items



How well does this item test grammatical or 
lexical knowledge?

A:  Does your computer have a modem?
B:  Yes, ________ .
a. they have c. it does
b. it is d. they do

Evaluating a test item



An improvement?

A:  Does your computer have a modem?
B:  Yes, ________ .
a. they have c. it does
b. it is d. they do

Mike: Does your computer have a webcam?
Jenny: Yes, it ______ .
a. is c. does
b. has d. have

Evaluating a test item
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Tips 1: general guidelines

• No tricky questions

• Short stems only (maximum two lines) 

• Do not test language based on prescriptive grammar
o ‘With whom did you go?’ vs. ‘Who did you go with?’

• Provide an example of a correctly answered item



Emily:  Do you want some bread?
Josh:  Yes, ________ some.

a. I love c. I’ll hate
b. I’d love d. I hate

Evaluating a test item



Emily:  Do you want some bread?
Josh:  Yes, ________ some.

a. I love c. I’ll hate
b. I’d love d. I hate

Do not test both grammar and 
vocabulary in the same question

Evaluating a test item



An improvement?

Emily:  Do you want some bread?
Josh:  Yes, ________ some.

a. I love c. I’ll hate
b. I’d love d. I hate

Emily:  Do you want some bread?
Josh:  Yes, I ________ some.

a. could love c. will love
b. would love d. am loving

Evaluating a test item
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Tips 2: keys and distractors

• Include ONLY ONE key or correct answer

• Make all distractors equally plausible and ‘attractive’

• Do not use distractors that test something the 

students haven’t yet learned



The man ________ to his 2:00 class.

a. didn’t go c. didn’t went
b. don’t go d. don’t went

Evaluating a test item



Distractors should be UNGRAMMATICAL 
when placed in the stem, but they should be 
GRAMMATICAL when considered in isolation

The man ________ to his 2:00 class.

a. didn’t go c. didn’t went
b. don’t go d. don’t went

Evaluating a test item



An improvement?

The man ________ to his 2:00 class.

a. didn’t go c. didn’t went
b. don’t go d. don’t went

The man didn’t  ________ to his 2:00 class.

a. go c. went
b. goes d. gone

Evaluating a test item
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• Keys and distractors should be more or less of equal 
length

• If all choices are of different length, order them from 
shortest to longest or longest to shortest

• Do not repeat the same word in the response if it 
can be put in the stem, e.g.:

Joan went to school ________.

a. at 8 in the morning c. at 8 of the morning
b. at 8 on the morning d. at 8 at the morning

Tips 3: response format



How am I 
scoring?



Scoring

How can you score the task types we discussed?

• a selected response item?
• True/False?
• Multiple Choice Question?



Incorrect answer

• 0 marks

Correct answer 

• 1 mark

Scoring



How can you score the task types we discussed?

• a selected response item?
• a limited production item?

• Sentence Completion?

Scoring



Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar 
meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. 
You must use between two and five words, including 
the word given. 

Scoring: limited production task 

Joan was in favour of visiting the museum.
IDEA
Joan thought it would be ______________________ 
to the museum. 



Scoring: limited production task

Joan was in favour of visiting the museum.
IDEA
Joan thought it would be _a good idea to go_ 
to the museum. 



Scoring: limited production task

Joan was in favour of visiting the museum.
IDEA
Joan thought it would be _a good idea | to go_ 
to the museum. 

Scalar scoring – 0 or 1 or 2 marks can be awarded



How can you score the task types we discussed?

• a selected response item?
• a limited production item?
• an extended production task?

Scoring







Writing assessment: language





Useful 
resources



English Vocabulary Profile

• Free online resource based on research into 
vocabulary learning

• Shows which words and phrases – and individual 
meanings of each word – are typically mastered at 
six levels of the CEFR 

• Valuable tool for decision‐making around what to 
teach and how to assess



http://vocabulary.englishprofile.org





English Grammar Profile
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Further 
information



Teaching English

Sample papers, handbooks, 
lesson plans and teacher 
guides

Free resources for 
teachers

For new and experienced 
teachers

Teaching Qualifications

Helps you assess which 
stage you are at in your 
professional development 
and work out where you 
want to get to next

Teaching Framework

About our exams and 
teaching

Webinars

www.cambridgeenglish.org/teaching‐english



www.cambridgeenglish.org/silt



Further information

University of Cambridge
Cambridge English Language Assessment
1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997
Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621
Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org

Keep up to date with what’s new via the 
Cambridge English Language Assessment 
website:
www.cambridgeenglish.org

For information on Cambridge English 
webinars for teachers:
www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars

Using digital tools to enrich your learners’ vocabulary 
24 and 26 April


