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1. How can I help my learners to learn new 
vocabulary effectively?

2. How can I motivate my students to 
practise vocabulary they need for the 
B1 Preliminary for Schools 
examination?

Key questions
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Learning 
new vocabulary
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Ebbinghaus’
Forgetting 
Curve



1. Memories strengthen / weaken over time.
2. The biggest drop in retention happens soon / a week after learning.
3. It's easier to remember things that have meaning / a lot of content.
4. The way something sounds / is presented affects learning. 
5. How you feel / look affects how well you remember.

Choose the correct option in each sentence:



How can this help us, as teachers?

• Make learning meaningful
• Lower affective factors
• Use spaced learning



1. Be prepared
2. Provide context
3. Find out what they know
4. Provide relevant information
5. Check understanding
6. Help learners to USE new language
7. Learn together

Top tips for teaching vocabulary
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B1 vocabulary 
practice activities





Vocabulary activities

• 1. What makes you feel…?



What makes you feel…?

I feel … when I …

… makes me feel …



How could you  
make this activity 

easier / more 
challenging?

“It was a cold, dark night. I 
heard a strange noise, looked 

out of the window and 
immediately felt …” 
Complete in 100 words.

Can you think of a 
follow up writing 

activity?

How does this help 
learners prepare for 
the B1 Preliminary 

for Schools 
examination? 





Vocabulary activities

• 1. What makes you feel…?
• 2. What should I pack?



You’re going here on 
holiday. What will you 
pack in your suitcase?



Sunglasses
Hiking boots
Woolly hat
Tent
Sleeping bag
Raincoat
Torch
Jumpers
Knitting
Kazakh dictionary

Where am I going on 
holiday?

What am I going to do?



Cambridge B1 Preliminary for Schools vocabulary booklet, p.27

Read the email.
Write a reply.



How could you 
make this activity 

easier / more 
challenging?

Could you use this 
with a different 
vocabulary set?

How does this help 
learners prepare for 
the B1 Preliminary 

for Schools 
examination? 



Vocabulary activities

• 1. What makes you feel…?
• 2. What should I pack?
• 3. My perfect holiday



Think of 3:
• Ways to travel
• Places to stay
• Things to do

train horsebus

hotel cabin tent

shopping swimming sightseeing



How could you 
make this activity 

easier / more 
challenging?

Could you use this 
with a different 
vocabulary set?

How does this help 
learners prepare for 
the B1 Preliminary 

for Schools 
examination? 



Vocabulary activities

• 1. What makes you feel…?
• 2. What should I pack?
• 3. My perfect holiday
• 4. Where am I?



Read the conversation.
Where are the people?

A: Delayed again! 
We’re going to miss the 
start of the film!
B: What time is it due?
A: It says 25 minutes.
B: Oh well, let’s have a 
drink while we wait.
A: But it’s freezing out 
here!



How could you 
make this activity 

easier / more 
challenging?

Could you use this 
with a different 
vocabulary set?

How does this help 
learners prepare for 
the B1 Preliminary 

for Schools 
examination? 



Vocabulary activities

• 1. What makes you feel…?
• 2. What should I pack?
• 3. My perfect holiday
• 4. Where am I?
• 5. Spot the similarities



You have 1 minute.
Write as many things 
as you can that you can 
find in a house



Find similarities 
between the pictures



How could you 
make this activity 

easier / more 
challenging?

Could you use this 
with a different 
vocabulary set?

How does this help 
learners prepare for 
the B1 Preliminary 

for Schools 
examination? 

What colour is it? Is there a…in your picture? 
I’ve got … How about you? 
It’s the same / different. 
On the left / right, at the top / bottom, next to, under / 
above.



Vocabulary activities

• 1. What makes you feel…?
• 2. What should I pack?
• 3. My perfect holiday
• 4. Where am I?
• 5. Spot the similarities
• 6. Silent movie scene



Health 
problems

Parts of 
the body

Things 
doctors 
say

Treatments



Watch the silent movie
Guess the script



How could you 
make this activity 

easier / more 
challenging?

Could you use this 
with a different 
vocabulary set?

How does this help 
learners prepare for 
the B1 Preliminary 

for Schools 
examination? 
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Summary



Key questions

1. How can I help my learners to learn new 
vocabulary effectively?

2. How can I motivate my students to practise 
vocabulary they need for the B1 Preliminary 
for Schools examination?





Top tips for teaching vocabulary

1. Be prepared
2. Provide context
3. Find out what they know
4. Provide relevant information
5. Check understanding
6. Help learners to USE new language
7. Learn together



Which did you like best?

1. What makes you feel…?
2. What should I pack?
3. My perfect holiday
4. Where am I?
5. Spot the similarities
6. Silent movie scene



Cambridge B1 Preliminary for Schools vocabulary booklet, p.10&11 
cambridgeenglish.org/Images/648172-b1-preliminary-for-schools-vocabulary-booklet.pdf

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/648172-b1-preliminary-for-schools-vocabulary-booklet.pdf


Any questions?

Thank you
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References and useful links
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• Free Resources for Teachers: 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/teaching-english/resources-
for-teachers/

• B1 Preliminary for Schools Vocab Booklet: 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/648172-b1-
preliminary-for-schools-vocabulary-booklet.pdf

• B1 Preliminary / for Schools Vocabulary list: 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/506887-b1-
preliminary-2020-vocabulary-list.pdf

• Background reading on vocabulary lists: 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/blog/updating-the-a2-key-
and-b1-preliminary-vocabulary-lists/

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/teaching-english/resources-for-teachers/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/648172-b1-preliminary-for-schools-vocabulary-booklet.pdf
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/506887-b1-preliminary-2020-vocabulary-list.pdf
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/blog/updating-the-a2-key-and-b1-preliminary-vocabulary-lists/
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