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Level Overall Reading Comprehension

C1
CAN understand in detail lengthy, complex texts, 
whether or not they relate to his/her own area of 
speciality, provided he/she can reread difficult 
sections.

C2
CAN understand a wide range of long and complex 
texts, appreciating subtle distinctions of style and 
implicit as well as explicit meaning.

C2
CAN understand and interpret critically virtually all 
forms of the written language including abstract, 
structurally complex, or highly colloquial literary and 
non-literary writings.



Level Topic
Area

C1 General 
Ability

CAN read quickly enough to cope with an 
academic course. 

C2 General 
Ability

CAN understand documents, 
correspondence and reports, including the 
finer points of complex texts.

C1
Social 
and 

Tourist

CAN understand complex opinions or 
arguments as expressed in serious 
newspapers.

C2
Social 
and 

Tourist

CAN understand a tenancy agreement in 
detail, including its main implications.



Level Topic
Area

C1 Work
CAN understand the general meaning of 
more complex articles without serious 
misunderstanding.

C2 Work

CAN understand reports and articles likely to 
be encountered during his / her work, 
including complex ideas expressed in 
complex language.

C1 Study CAN scan texts for relevant information, and 
grasp main topic of text.

C2 Study CAN access all sources of information 
quickly and reliably.



 engage with a range of texts of different lengths and complexity

 engage with a range of texts from different sources and of different

text types

 engage with a range of different task types and question focuses

 engage with a wide range of reading and language skills focuses 

Tasks at C1 and C2

Tasks need to ensure that students can…



Skilled readers can...

Tasks at C1 and C2



Skilled readers can...

1. Distinguish between similar words, e.g. spilling / pouring / flowing / leaking

2. Recognise collocations

3. Use the context around gaps to decide on the correct answer, e.g. is it a noun / 

verb / negative 

4. Recognise and paraphrase

5. Discriminate between accurate answers and distractors

6. Recognise coherence of a text, and cohesive devices, e.g. this / that / it / however 

7. Skim and scan effectively, i.e. quickly and accurately

Tasks at C1 and C2



How can we help our
students?
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Distinguish between similar words, e.g. spilling / pouring / flowing / leaking

Recognise collocations

Use the context around gaps to decide on the correct answer, e.g. is it a 

noun / verb / negative 

Work on
language and 

language
precision
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Use the context around gaps to decide on the correct answer, e.g. is it a 

noun / verb / negative 

Work on
language and 
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Read x3

Overall idea
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Read x3

Overall idea
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Read x3
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Work on
language

and 
language
precision



Use the context around gaps to decide on the correct answer, e.g. is it a 

noun / verb / negative 

Recognise and paraphrase

Work on
language and 

language
precision



ASKED WERE THEIR INSTRUCTED ON TO MAKE WAY GO  

Part 4: Key word transformation



Part 4: Key word transformation

a) not to take sides in the argument
b) not taking sides in the argument
c) not to take sides



Part 4: Key word transformation

a) not to take sides in the argument
b) not taking sides in the argument
c) not to take sides



For the FCE and CAE Part 4 UoE question, where you must
paraphrase using the given word, have students cross out any words
that are the same or have the same meaning as in the given sentence.
They will see which words still need to be used in the blank or whose
meaning must be represented
Nicolette Mostert, Getting to Know English Centre



Part 4: Key word transformation

Identifying the equivalent parts of the sentence in the answer should
shed light on the part of the sentence that carries meaning and the
restructuring that will be necessary. 



Recognise and 
understand a word

Understand the 
basic meaning of 

a phrase or 
sentence

B1

Understand 
implied meaning 

(‘read between the 
lines’)

B2

Understand 
information across 

sentences or a 
paragraph

B1/B2
Understand 

information across 
a whole text

C1

Understand and 
combine 

information across 
texts

A1-A2

What do we do when we read?



Awareness of 
text structure

Practise switching
between careful and 

fast reading in one task

Introduce other fast reading
subskills

Fast reading
Introduce scanning

Careful readingAll
levels

B1

B2

C1 and beyond

Practise with your students

B2



Linear 
and slow

Careful
reading

Skimming

Scanning

Search
reading

Fast
reading

Types of reading



Reading in class

Motivation
• Collaboration
• Pre-reading 

discussion 
questions

• Skills integration

Text Exploitation
• Teaching structures and 

lexis
• Reflection activities and 

discussions

Scaffolding
• Pre-reading

activities
• Speed reading
• Longer, more 

complex texts

Expose 
students 

to a variety 
of real-life 

texts

Get 
students to 

use a 
variety of 
reading 

strategies

Ask for
evidence

and 
justification



Discriminate between accurate answers and distractors

Recognise coherence of a text, and cohesive devices, e.g. this / that / it / 

however 

Skim and scan effectively, i.e. quickly and accurately

Expose 
students to 
a variety of 

real-life 
texts

Ask for
evidence

and 
justification

Get 
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use a 
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strategies
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Practise with your students: multiple-choice tasks



Ask for
evidence and 
justification

Practise with your students: multiple-choice and 
multiple-matching tasks



Ask for
evidence and 
justification
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variety of 
reading 
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Practise with your students: multiple-choice and 
multiple-matching tasks



Practise with your students: multiple-choice and 
multiple-matching tasks

Ask for
evidence and 
justification

Work on
language and 

language
precision

Get students 
to use a 

variety of 
reading 

strategies



Reading in class

Adapted from: Yanagihara, H. (2019)

Japan-guide.com (2020)



Reading in class
H:This is not a scene I have witnessed for myself, 

but apart from a few details it could be. It is a scene 
from a woodblock print, “Flower Pavilion, 
Dangozaka, Sendagi,” by the Japanese
uk iyo-e master Hiroshige, the 16th image in his 
serialized portfolio, “One Hundred Famous Views of 
Edo,” which was published between 1856 and 
1859.

F: We were in Shinjuku now. The car turned down one unremarkable 
thoroughfare, and then another. And then it turned again, and suddenly 
we were on a street ablaze with cherry trees in luxuriant, excessive 
bloom. There they were, a dozen on each side of the street, all of them 
shaggy with flowers, the air around them swarming with floating petals, as 
if the petals were affixing themselves to the branches. Beneath and 
around them were everyday people doing everyday things, the tasks that 
need to be completed if a great city is to function: A delivery truck  was 
being unloaded, and the sidewalk  was being swept, and a repairman was 
shimmying up a telephone pole, and a woman was dragging a wooden 
crate of what might have been daikon to the door of a soba-ya. It was 
comical and also unbelievable, as if above them the sk ies were busy with 
flying pigs, and no one had noticed. This was a plain, unremarkable 
street, but in that moment, it was the most beautiful in Japan. It made me 
wonder whether it wasn’t good fortune after all that the sakura season 
was so brief, for, these people aside, how could anyone get anything 
done in the face of such splendor? Wasn’t it miraculous that life didn’t 
simply cease in those two weeks in April that the trees were in bloom? 
How could you concentrate on anything else? How could a human 
compete?

D: I went first to Sendagi (Tokyo), the area 

immortalized in Hiroshige’s print. It was a damp, 
woolly day, and the sk ies, as in the woodblock, 
were a sullen and indecisive gray - Would it rain? 
Would it not? - the k ind of energy-leaching 
weather that leaves one lazy and irritable. For the 
next few days I walked the city, visiting all the 
neighborhoods, the little parks and alleys, that I 
always do on my annual visit, which I have taken 
for the past 22 years.

J: Then I returned to Tokyo; the following day, I would 

go home. Back in the city, it was humid again. At the train 
station, I hailed a taxi and stared out the window as the 
car wound its way through the light midday traffic, 
work ing its way to the west of the city, where I would 
spend my final night.

C: The next day, I went to the mountains of Kyoto, which are always a few 

degrees cooler than Tokyo - I didn’t expect to see any sakura there, and indeed, I 
didn’t. I went to the temples I visit every year; I drank cup after cup of sakura tea, 
which has a curious salinity, as if it’s not tea at all, but a broth made from 
seawater. I saw plum trees and camellia bushes and, everywhere, glossy black -
barked cherry trees, their branches blistered with unopened buds, people circling 
hopefully beneath them as if they might at any moment burst into bloom.

G: The light changed. My cab moved on. But 
I turned in my seat, craning my neck, watching 
the trees disappear from view, watching the 
final petals drift through the air. When I turned 
back around, they were gone, and Shinjuku, its 
gray bridges and walkways, loomed before us, 
as if nothing had happened at all. Adapted from: Yanagihara, H. (2019)



Reading in class
What cohesive devices and discourse markers have helped you identify the 

correct order of the paragraphs?

H: This is not a scene I have witnessed for myself, but 

apart from a few details it could be. It is a scene from a 
woodblock print, “Flower Pavilion, Dangozaka, Sendagi,” by 
the Japanese uk iyo-e master Hiroshige, the 16th image in his 
serialized portfolio, “One Hundred Famous Views of Edo,” 
which was published between 1856 and 1859. 

B: Yet of all the turmoil the country would endure and inflict over the 
next 150-odd years, what has remained consistent is its love for cherry 
blossoms, or sakura, as they are commonly called. Anyone who has even 
a passing interest in Japan knows this, has seen the photographs of 
black-suited salarymen having picnic lunches in an incongruously pink  
landscape, like something out of a child’s fantasy bedroom.

F: …A delivery truck was being unloaded, and the sidewalk  
was being swept, and a repairman was shimmying up a 
telephone pole, and a woman was dragging a wooden crate of 
what might have been daikon to the door of a soba-ya. It was 
comical and also unbelievable, as if above them the sk ies were 
busy with flying pigs, and no one had noticed. This was a plain, 
unremarkable street, but in that moment, it was the most 
beautiful in Japan. It made me wonder whether it wasn’t good 
fortune after all that the sakura season was so brief, for, these 
people aside, how could anyone get anything done in the face 
of such splendor? 

I: Just as I was thinking this, the delivery man finished loading his 
truck . He slammed shut the back door. And then, before he climbed into 
the driver’s seat, he stopped and looked up at the cherry trees. He closed 
his eyes. And then he slapped the back door again, to make sure it was 
closed, and got into his truck .



Reading in class
What cohesive devices and discourse markers have helped you identify the 

correct order of the paragraphs?

H: This is not a scene I have witnessed for myself, but 

apart from a few details it could be. It is a scene from a 
woodblock print, “Flower Pavilion, Dangozaka, Sendagi,” by 
the Japanese uk iyo-e master Hiroshige, the 16th image in his 
serialized portfolio, “One Hundred Famous Views of Edo,” 
which was published between 1856 and 1859. 

B: Yet of all the turmoil the country would endure and inflict over the 
next 150-odd years, what has remained consistent is its love for cherry 
blossoms, or sakura, as they are commonly called. Anyone who has even 
a passing interest in Japan knows this, has seen the photographs of 
black-suited salarymen having picnic lunches in an incongruously pink  
landscape, like something out of a child’s fantasy bedroom.

F: …A delivery truck was being unloaded, and the sidewalk  
was being swept, and a repairman was shimmying up a 
telephone pole, and a woman was dragging a wooden crate of 
what might have been daikon to the door of a soba-ya. It was 
comical and also unbelievable, as if above them the sk ies were 
busy with flying pigs, and no one had noticed. This was a plain, 
unremarkable street, but in that moment, it was the most 
beautiful in Japan. It made me wonder whether it wasn’t good 
fortune after all that the sakura season was so brief, for, these 
people aside, how could anyone get anything done in the face 
of such splendor? 

I: Just as I was thinking this, the delivery man finished loading his 
truck . He slammed shut the back door. And then, before he climbed into 
the driver’s seat, he stopped and looked up at the cherry trees. He closed 
his eyes. And then he slapped the back door again, to make sure it was 
closed, and got into his truck .

Time reference



Reading in class
What cohesive devices and discourse markers have helped you identify the 

correct order of the paragraphs?

H: This is not a scene I have witnessed for myself, but 

apart from a few details it could be. It is a scene from a 
woodblock print, “Flower Pavilion, Dangozaka, Sendagi,” by 
the Japanese uk iyo-e master Hiroshige, the 16th image in his 
serialized portfolio, “One Hundred Famous Views of Edo,” 
which was published between 1856 and 1859. 

B: Yet of all the turmoil the country would endure and inflict over the 
next 150-odd years, what has remained consistent is its love for cherry 
blossoms, or sakura, as they are commonly called. Anyone who has even 
a passing interest in Japan knows this, has seen the photographs of 
black-suited salarymen having picnic lunches in an incongruously pink  
landscape, like something out of a child’s fantasy bedroom.

F: …A delivery truck was being unloaded, and the sidewalk  
was being swept, and a repairman was shimmying up a 
telephone pole, and a woman was dragging a wooden crate of 
what might have been daikon to the door of a soba-ya. It was 
comical and also unbelievable, as if above them the sk ies were 
busy with flying pigs, and no one had noticed. This was a plain, 
unremarkable street, but in that moment, it was the most 
beautiful in Japan. It made me wonder whether it wasn’t good 
fortune after all that the sakura season was so brief, for, these 
people aside, how could anyone get anything done in the face 
of such splendor? 

I: Just as I was thinking this, the delivery man finished loading his 
truck . He slammed shut the back door. And then, before he climbed into 
the driver’s seat, he stopped and looked up at the cherry trees. He closed 
his eyes. And then he slapped the back door again, to make sure it was 
closed, and got into his truck .

Time reference

Repetition and 
referencing



Reading in class
What cohesive devices and discourse markers have helped you identify the 

correct order of the paragraphs?

H: This is not a scene I have witnessed for myself, but 

apart from a few details it could be. It is a scene from a 
woodblock print, “Flower Pavilion, Dangozaka, Sendagi,” by 
the Japanese uk iyo-e master Hiroshige, the 16th image in his 
serialized portfolio, “One Hundred Famous Views of Edo,” 
which was published between 1856 and 1859. 

B: Yet of all the turmoil the country would endure and inflict over the 
next 150-odd years, what has remained consistent is its love for cherry 
blossoms, or sakura, as they are commonly called. Anyone who has even 
a passing interest in Japan knows this, has seen the photographs of 
black-suited salarymen having picnic lunches in an incongruously pink  
landscape, like something out of a child’s fantasy bedroom.

F: …A delivery truck was being unloaded, and the sidewalk  
was being swept, and a repairman was shimmying up a 
telephone pole, and a woman was dragging a wooden crate of 
what might have been daikon to the door of a soba-ya. It was 
comical and also unbelievable, as if above them the sk ies were 
busy with flying pigs, and no one had noticed. This was a plain, 
unremarkable street, but in that moment, it was the most 
beautiful in Japan. It made me wonder whether it wasn’t good 
fortune after all that the sakura season was so brief, for, these 
people aside, how could anyone get anything done in the face 
of such splendor? 

I: Just as I was thinking this, the delivery man finished loading his 
truck . He slammed shut the back door. And then, before he climbed into 
the driver’s seat, he stopped and looked up at the cherry trees. He closed 
his eyes. And then he slapped the back door again, to make sure it was 
closed, and got into his truck .

Time reference

Repetition and 
referencing

Synonyms and 
cohesive chains
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Reading in class
Teaching idea: News desks

Find three news 
stories. Cut the 
three texts up into 
‘paragraph chunks’.

Place each story on 
a different table.

Students work in 
groups or pairs.

Groups have to put 
the story back 
together in the 
correct order.

Each group is 
assigned a news 
desk and a story.

Groups prepare a 
summary of their 
story to feedback 
to the class.



Reading in class
Teaching idea: News desks

Find three versions 
of the same story. 
Cut the three texts 
up into ‘paragraph 
chunks’.

Place all 
paragraphs on 
each table.

Students first have 
to group together 
paragraphs from 
each publication.

Groups have to put 
each story back 
together in the 
correct order.

Students have to 
justify their choices 
– style, argument, 
language.

Groups prepare a 
summary of each 
story to feedback 
to the class.



The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.

Morton, A. (2020). Football pitch-sized area of tropical rainforest lost every six seconds. The Guardian [online]. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-
six-seconds [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/bushfires
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-six-seconds


In 2019, an area of primary forest the size of a football pitch was lost 
every six seconds, the University of Maryland study of trees more 
than 5 metres says.

Brazil accounted for a third of it, its worst loss in 13 years apart from 
huge spikes in 2016 and 2017 from fires.

However, Indonesia and the Democratic Republic of Congo both 
managed to reduce tree loss.

Meanwhile, Australia saw a sixfold rise in total tree loss, following 
dramatic wildfires late in 2019.

McGrath, M. (2020). Climate change: older trees loss continue around the world. BBC [online]. Available at: 
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52881721 [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

https://glad.umd.edu/dataset/primary-forest-humid-tropics
https://www.wri.org/blog/2020/06/global-tree-cover-loss-data-2019
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52881721


This temperature increase leading to a 16 feet rise in sea level could 
drown out coastlines.

It would have drastic consequences for big cities near water like 
London and New York.

This is according to the work of 100 leading experts taking part in 
a peer reviewed survey.

Their 2300 prediction is based on the fact that rising temperatures 
will cause ice sheets covering West Antarctica and Greenland to 
shed trillions of tonnes in mass.

Around 770 million people, that's about 10% of the world's 
population, live less than 16 feet (five metres) above sea level.

The Paris climate treaty does have a goal of keeping global warming 
below 2°C but this could still result in a sea level rise.

Edwards, C. (2020). Sea levels could rise four feet in our lifetimes and 16 FEET by 2300 – drowning cities and 
coasts. The Sun [online]. Available at: https://www.thesun.co.uk/tech/11594307/sea-levels-could-rise-in-our-
lifetimes/ [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41612-020-0121-5
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tech/11594307/sea-levels-could-rise-in-our-lifetimes/


The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.

Morton, A. (2020). Football pitch-sized area of tropical rainforest lost every six seconds. The Guardian [online]. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-
six-seconds [Accessed 2nd June 2020].
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The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.
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The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.
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The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.

Morton, A. (2020). Football pitch-sized area of tropical rainforest lost every six seconds. The Guardian [online]. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-
six-seconds [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

Style

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/bushfires
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-six-seconds


The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.

Morton, A. (2020). Football pitch-sized area of tropical rainforest lost every six seconds. The Guardian [online]. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-
six-seconds [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

Style

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/bushfires
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-six-seconds


The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.

Morton, A. (2020). Football pitch-sized area of tropical rainforest lost every six seconds. The Guardian [online]. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-
six-seconds [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

Style

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/bushfires
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-six-seconds


The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.

Morton, A. (2020). Football pitch-sized area of tropical rainforest lost every six seconds. The Guardian [online]. 
Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-
six-seconds [Accessed 2nd June 2020].

Style

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/bushfires
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/02/football-pitch-area-tropical-rainforest-lost-every-six-seconds


In 2019, an area of primary forest the size of a football pitch was lost 
every six seconds, the University of Maryland study of trees more 
than 5 metres says.

Brazil accounted for a third of it, its worst loss in 13 years apart from 
huge spikes in 2016 and 2017 from fires.

However, Indonesia and the Democratic Republic of Congo both 
managed to reduce tree loss.

Meanwhile, Australia saw a sixfold rise in total tree loss, following 
dramatic wildfires late in 2019.
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This temperature increase leading to a 16 feet rise in sea level could 
drown out coastlines.

It would have drastic consequences for big cities near water like 
London and New York.

This is according to the work of 100 leading experts taking part in 
a peer reviewed survey.

Their 2300 prediction is based on the fact that rising temperatures will 
cause ice sheets covering West Antarctica and Greenland to shed 
trillions of tonnes in mass.

Around 770 million people, that's about 10% of the world's population, 
live less than 16 feet (five metres) above sea level.

The Paris climate treaty does have a goal of keeping global warming 
below 2°C but this could still result in a sea level rise.
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The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
satellite-based analysis has found.

Nearly 12m hectares of tree cover was lost across the tropics, including nearly 
4m hectares of dense, old rainforest that held significant stores of carbon and 
had been home to a vast array of wildlife, according to data from the 
University of Maryland.

Beyond the tropics, Australia’s devastating bushfires led to a sixfold increase 
in tree cover loss across the continent in 2019 compared with the previous 
year. Rod Taylor, from the World Resources Institute, part of the Global Forest 
Watch network that released the analysis, said as the unprecedented fires 
continued into 2020, this was only a partial picture of the area affected in the 
southern fire season.
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In 2019, an area of primary forest the size of a football pitch was lost 
every six seconds, the University of Maryland study of trees more 
than 5 metres says.

Brazil accounted for a third of it, its worst loss in 13 years apart from 
huge spikes in 2016 and 2017 from fires.

However, Indonesia and the Democratic Republic of Congo both 
managed to reduce tree loss.

Meanwhile, Australia saw a sixfold rise in total tree loss, following 
dramatic wildfires late in 2019.
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Around 770 million people, that's about 10% of the world's 
population, live less than 16 feet (five metres) above sea level.

The Paris climate treaty does have a goal of keeping global warming 
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The amount of pristine tropical rainforest lost across the globe increased last 
year, as the equivalent of a football pitch disappeared every six seconds, a 
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