
Developing functional 

language skills for Cambridge 

English: Key for Schools 



Outline of the webinar 

• a brief overview of Cambridge English: 

Key for Schools (Can Do statements) 

• resources available to develop learners’ 

language skills (e.g. topics and vocabulary 

lists, inventory of functions) 

• ideas for classroom activities using these 

resources 

 

 



Overview of Cambridge English: 

Key for Schools 



 

 

Papers Format and timing 

Reading and Writing nine parts, 56 questions 

1 hour 10 minutes  

Listening five parts, 25 questions 

Approximately 30 minutes 

 

Speaking two parts  

8–10 minutes 
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A2 Can Do statements 



Topics, language functions and 

vocabulary 



Topics 

• Clothes 

• Daily life 

 



Topic list 

Clothes Hobbies and 

leisure 

Personal 

identification 

Sport 

Daily life House and home Places and 

buildings 

The natural world 

Entertainment and 

media 

Language School and study Transport 

Food and drink People Services Travel and 

holidays 

Health, medicine 

and exercise 

Personal feelings, 

opinions and 

experiences  

Shopping Weather  



Functions 

• imparting and seeking factual information 

• expressing and finding out attitudes 

• getting things done 

• socialising 

• structuring discourse 

• communication repair 



 

     functions 

general functions notions 

     communicative tasks 



Which topic? 

• giving and responding to invitations 

• understanding and giving information about 

everyday activities 

• expressing preferences, likes and dislikes 

 

A. Entertainment and media 

B. Personal feelings, opinions and 

experiences  

C. Hobbies and leisure 



A2 Can Do statements 



Travel and holidays 

• Transport 

• Places and buildings 

• Town and countryside 

• The natural world 

• Food and drink 

• Weather 

• Clothes  



Vocabulary list 

 

 

 

http://www.englishprofile.org/




Classroom activities 



Vocabulary list 



Vocabulary practice 

A person who is on holiday in a place away 

from home = t _ _ _ _ _ _ 



Vocabulary practice 

A person who is on holiday in a place away 

from home = tourist 





Classroom activities for topics 

anagrams 

crosswords 

word search 

hangman 

spelling tests 

online games – e.g. Funland 



Funland 

CEFR levels:  

A1, A2, B1 

Skills practised:  

reading, listening 



Funland 



Speaking 
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Using the handbook: Speaking test 









entertainment and  

 media 

film at the cinema 

programme on TV 

video game for sale 

music concert 



Vocabulary list 



Concert – prompts 

where concert? 

kind of music? 

name singer? 

£ tickets? 

instrument play? 



Listening 
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Listening task types 

1 Three-option multiple 

choice 

Listening for key information  

(times, prices, days of week, etc.) 

2 Matching Listening for key information 

3 Three-option multiple 

choice 

Listening for key information in a dialogue 

– all the information comes from one of the 

speakers 

4 Gap-fill Listening for and writing down information 

(names, places, etc.) – dialogue 

5 Gap-fill Listening for and writing down information 

(names, places, etc.) – monologue 



Listening Part 5 task 







Classroom ideas for Listening 

• Use recordings that go with your 

coursebook 

• Use sample papers and audio files from 

the Cambridge English website 

• Get students to make their own tasks and 

recordings 

• Help develop listening strategies 

 

 



Reading – functional language 
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Reading Part 3 

Functions tested 



Daily life 

• greeting people and responding to greetings  

• asking for and giving personal details 

• introducing oneself and other people 

• asking and answering questions about personal possessions 

• counting and using numbers 

• asking and telling people the time, day and/or date 

• asking for and giving information about routines and habits 

• understanding and giving information about everyday 

activities 

• expressing obligation and lack of obligation 





A. giving information about routines and 

habits 

B. expressing obligation and lack of 

obligation 

C. telling people the time, day and date 
 

Reading Part 3 





No you don’t. 

It’s still 

quite early. 

But we haven’t 

seen the castle 

yet. 

Don’t leave me on 

my own. 





Writing 
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Writing task types 

Part 6 Word completion 

Part 7 Open cloze 

Part 8 Information transfer 

Part 9 Guided writing: message 



Reading and Writing 





Vocabulary list 





• brainstorm other scenarios using the vocabulary list 

• learners write an email to each other requesting answers 

to three questions (try to use different functions from the 

list) 

• send emails across the class OR learners can send their 

letters to each other by text message  

• highlight examples of good language  

Writing Part 9 – classroom ideas 



Developing functional language skills 

• a brief overview of Cambridge English: 

Key for Schools (Can Do statements) 

• resources available to develop learners’ 

language skills (e.g. topics and vocabulary 

lists, inventory of functions) 

• ideas for classroom activities using these 

resources 

 



Further information 

University of Cambridge 

Cambridge English Language Assessment 

1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997 

Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 

Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org 

 

Keep up to date with what’s new via the  

Cambridge English Language Assessment website:  
www.cambridgeenglish.org 

 

For information on Cambridge English webinars for teachers: 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars 

 

Assessing Reading 

13 and 15 July 2015 


