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Why change the exams?



• To keep them relevant to the needs of 
learners

• To incorporate evolving approaches
to assessment and learning

• To address feedback from 
stakeholders (teachers, learners, 
parents, exam centres, etc.)

• To align A2 Key/Key for Schools more 
closely with B1 Preliminary/Preliminary 
for Schools and higher levels exams.

Why change the exams?



A2 Key and B1 Preliminary 
Reading and Writing



Part What’s changed
1 Revised multiple-choice task: understanding 6 short messages
4 Revised multiple-choice gap fill text: Lexico-grammatical focus (current 

Parts 2 and 5 combined) 
7 New story task: write a story based on 3 pictures

A2 Key / Key for Schools Reading & Writing

Current exam 2020 Exam
A2 Key 9 parts 7 parts

56 questions 32 questions
1 hour 10 mins 1 hour



Part What’s changed
4 New gapped text: choose correct sentence to put in 

gaps understanding gist and text structure
6 New open cloze: read a text and write words in the gaps – detailed 

understanding

B1 Preliminary/ Preliminary for Schools Reading & Writing

Current exam 2020 Exam
B1 Preliminary Reading 5 parts

Writing 3 parts
Reading 6 parts
Writing 2 parts

Reading 35 questions 
Writing 7 questions 

Reading 32 questions
Writing 2 questions

1 hour 30 mins 45 minutes each paper

Reading now a separate paper from Writing – 45 minutes each



A2 Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing
Revised Part 1

Revised Part 1



• notices

• signs

• instructions

• emails

• messages

• notes

• postcards

Reading Part 1 Strategies

What should Andy do?
A  invite some friends to play football
B  tell Jake if he can join him later
C  show Tom where Woodside School is

A Pay for tickets online before picking them up at 
school.
B  Check the website for information about when 
tickets will be 
available.
C  Let the office know soon if you are planning to 
buy tickets



A2 Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing 
Revised Part 4

o Read through the whole text 
o Focus on the gaps
o Read what is written before and after the gaps
o Go through the options one by one and think about grammar, 

collocation and differences in meaning of the options
o There is only one correct answer
o Think about why the other two options are not plausible
o Read through the text with the gaps completed.



B1 Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Reading 
New Part 4



The world's most famous bicycle race

The Tour de France is the biggest event in the worldwide 
cycling calendar. It is a bicycle race lasting approximately 
three weeks which usually covers more than 3,500 km in 
total.

B1 Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Reading 
New Part 4

The world's most famous bicycle race

The Tour de France is the biggest event in the worldwide cycling 
calendar. The Tour de France is a bicycle race lasting 
approximately three weeks. The Tour de France usually covers 
more than 3,500 km in total.



What kinds of language are tested?

B1 Preliminary for Schools Reading Part 6



Some parts are in a different order so that the tasks gradually 
increase in complexity.
Part What’s changed
4 New multiple-choice task: listen to 5 short texts for gist 

understanding (main idea / message)

A2 Key / Key for schools Listening – what’s changed

Current exam 2020 Exam
A2 Key Listening 5 parts Listening 5 parts

Approx. 30 mins 
including transfer time

Approx. 30 mins including 
transfer time



B1 Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Listening 
– what’s changed

Current exam 2020 Exam
B1 Preliminary Listening 4 parts Listening 4 parts

Approx. 35 mins 
including transfer time

Approx. 35 mins including 
transfer time

Some parts are in a different order so that the tasks gradually 
get more complex as students progress through the test.

Part What’s changed
2 New multiple-choice task: listen to 6 short dialogues for 

understanding gist (focus on attitudes and opinions)



A2 Key and B1 Preliminary Listening: Multiple-choice tasks



A2 Key / Key for schools Reading & Writing 
New Part 7

A2 Can tell a simple story (e.g. about events on a holiday or about life in the 
distant future).
Can write very short, basic descriptions of events, past activities and personal 
experiences. 



Preparing for writing
Choose a noun, verb, adverb and adjective from the word list

drums repair

afterwards surprised



Writing now a separate paper from Reading. Now 2 parts in 45 minutes.

Part What’s changed
1 New task: write an email in response to information given
2 Write an article or story on a given topic

B1 Preliminary / Preliminary for schools Writing 
– what’s changed



B1 Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Writing – New Part 1

Preliminary for Schools



• What functional responses 
are required in this task? 

• What conventions does the 
writer need to know for 
writing an email? 

• What problems could 
students have in writing 
well for a task like this? 

The writing process
B1 Preliminary Writing Part 1



B1 Preliminary / Preliminary for Schools Writing – Part 2

STORYARTICLE OR



Part What’s changed
1 Introductory phase: focus on interactional and social 

language (similar to current Part 1)
2 New collaborative task: compare, describe and express 

opinions

A2 Key / Key for Schools Speaking – what’s changed

Current exam 2020 Exam
A2 Key Speaking 2 parts Speaking 2 parts

Approx. time 8-10 mins Approx. time 8-10 mins

If you could change one thing about the current Key speaking 
exam, what would you change and why?



A2 Key / Key for schools Speaking – Part 1 (phase 2)



A2 Key / Key for schools Speaking – Part 1 (phase 2)

School
What is your favourite subject?
When did you start studying English?
How many ..................?
Where …......................?
Tell me something about....

Familiar topics
School
Hobbies
Entertainment
Food and drink
Sport 

Try and write questions about present circumstances, past 
experiences and future plans.

Give your opinions, explanations and reasons when 
answering the questions.



A2 Key / Key for Speaking – New Part 2



What type of holiday do you like?

Do you like skiing?
Do you often go sightseeing?

Is it better to go skiing alone or with 
other people?



4 parts in 10-12 minutes, as before.  Some parts are in a different order.

Part What’s changed
1 Introductory phase: focus on interactional and social language
2 Individual long turn: describing a photo (similar to current Part 3)
3 Collaborative task: making suggestions and discussing alternatives 

(current Part 2)
4 Discussion: talking about likes/dislikes and habits, giving opinions 

(similar to current Part 4)

B1 Preliminary Speaking 
what’s changed



Speaking Part 2
Individual long turn: describing a 
photo (similar to current Part 3)

Back-up prompts
• Talk about the 

people/person
• Talk about the place
• Talk about other things 

in the photograph



Speaking Part 3 Collaborative task: making suggestions and discussing 
alternatives (current Part 2)



Speaking Part 4
Discussion: talking about likes/dislikes and habits, giving opinions (similar to current 
Part 4)



Summary of the changes
• Enabling upwards certification
• Separate Reading and Writing papers at B1 Preliminary level
• Better coverage of the listening and writing constructs in A2 Key and B1 

Preliminary
• More focus on fluency and interactive skills in A2 Key Speaking
• Greater alignment across Cambridge Assessment English Qualifications



Exam support



o Overviews of the changes – postcards and video
o Sample tests
o Handbooks
o Word lists
o Speaking test videos with Examiner comments
o New lesson plans
o New classroom posters

Resources to help prepare students for the 2020 
A2 Key and B1 Preliminary exams

keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/



Questions?
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