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Task One 

1. Read through the question, the candidate’s answer and using the B2 Assessment 

Scale to help you, decide the following: 

 Content 

What band would you award it for content? 

 Communicative achievement 

What band would you give it for Communicative Achievement? 

 Organisation 

What band would you give it for Organisation? 

 Language 

What band would you give it for Language? 

Materials 

• Question 

• Part 1 candidate’s answer 

• B2 Assessment Scale  

Question 
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Candidate’s answer 

 

 

 

B2 Assessment Scale 
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Task Two 

 

2. Read through the candidate’s answer (on the same question) and decide the 

following: 

 Content 

What band would you award it for content? 

 Communicative achievement 

What band would you give it for Communicative Achievement? 

 Organisation 

What band would you give it for Organisation? 

 Language 

What band would you give it for Language? 

 

Materials 

• Question 

• Part 1 candidate’s answer 

• B2 Assessment Scale 

 

Candidate’s answer 
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Classroom activity for Cambridge English: First 
Writing   

Classroom activity: Linking words and useful expressions for essay writing 

Timing 20 minutes 

Materials different coloured sticky notes; whiteboard 

Rationale The aim of this activity is to familiarise students with linkers and some useful 

expressions needed to write an essay. 

Procedure  

1. Before the class, decide how many groups you can practically divide your class into (this is 

dependent on the variety of colours of sticky notes you have, or the different coloured pens you 

have!). 

2. Prepare a list of linkers that you want the students to work on and write one linker on each 

sticky note, so that each group has the same number. You should have a maximum of around 

15–20 linkers. If you do not have sticky notes, you can write the expressions on pieces of 

ordinary paper, but give each team a different colour of board pen. 

3. Write the categories on the whiteboard in columns, leaving space for students to stick their 

papers or write their answers. 

4. Give each group their linkers. 

5. Ask students to discuss, in their groups, under which column they think they should put the 

linker. Allow 3 or 4 minutes for this then stop the discussion.  

6. Tell students that, on the word go, they have 1 minute to stick their linkers under the correct 

category. 

7. Say ‘go’ and allow students to run to the board and stick their pieces of paper under the right 

column heading. You will need to adjust the timing of this part of the activity accordingly, if 

students have to write their answers on the board. 

8. When the students have returned to their seats, tell them they have 1 minute to reconsider 

their choice. 

9. Once they have made their final choice, feedback as a class, asking questions like: ‘Group A, I 

see you have put compared to under comparisons; would you like to give me a sentence using 

your linker, to prove your choice?’ 

10. Someone from Group A then offers a sentence, using the linker, and the other groups decide if 

the choice is correct. 

11. If the choice is correct, award one point and move on to Group B. 
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12. If the choice is incorrect, take away one point and ask the other groups to give the correct 

category, with a sentence to prove their choice. If the answer is correct, award one point and 

move on to Group B. 

13. The group with the most points at the end is the winner – and may deserve a small prize! 

Follow up 

Students must use, and highlight, five of the linkers in their next piece of writing.  

Suggested categories 

Introduce new ideas add information comparisons weighing up 

arguments 

contrast generalising giving reasons conclusion 

 

Suggested linkers 

first of all in addition to additionally compared to in comparison 

with 

on the one hand 

... on the other 

hand 

nevertheless to a large extent to what extent? in conclusion 

to conclude to draw/make a 

comparison 

between ... and 

however though for some 

reason or other 

to sum up 

to summarise, 

we can say 

to begin with above all arguments for 

and against 

in many ways 

to outline the 

main points 

as well as to discuss the 

pros and cons 

although though 

even though I have every 

reason to believe 

that 

finally in theory ... in 

reality 

in most/many 

cases 

the reason for 

this is not only ... 

but also 

on the contrary in general generally 

speaking as 

since 

in fact to some extent as a matter of 

fact 

in contrast 

to/with 

on the whole 

because because of actually   

 


