
 

 
 

 

Proficiency Writing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH: PROFICIENCY WRITING                                                                                            

 

Task One 

 

1. Read through the task and identify the key points in the input texts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Part 1 

Read the two texts below. 
Write an essay summarising and evaluating the key points from both texts. Use your own words 
throughout as far as possible, and include your own ideas in your answers.  
Write your answer in 240–280 words on the separate answer sheet. 

Shifting sands: behavioural change 

Nowadays, in some cultures there may often be confusion between generations about what is 

acceptable behaviour in certain situations. Older people sometimes complain, for example, about 

the real or imagined rudeness of others, such as in the use of electronic devices in public places. 

However, the younger generations do not regard electronic communication as intrusive, but 

rather as fundamental to their way of life. Only increased mutual understanding is likely to resolve 

potential conflict or confusion in any society. In this case, as in all others, it pays to be aware of 

other people’s points of view.  

Follow my leader? 

Should we always aim to do what society expects of us? No, what society needs is 

individuality. Worrying about what other people think inhibits enthusiasm and creativity. 

Nothing new is ever achieved by conforming to expected social norms. This is not only true 

for society’s innovators: everybody needs a strong sense of their own worth as an individual. 

This is essential for psychological well-being and the ability to function effectively in one’s 

personal and professional life. Paying too much attention to society’s conventions can be 

counter-productive in these and other ways. 

Write your essay. 
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Task Two 

 

1. Read through the question and the candidate’s answer and decide the following: 

 Content 

What band would you award it for content? 

 Communicative achievement 

What band would you give it for Communicative Achievement? 

 Organisation 

What band would you give it for Organisation? 

 Language 

What band would you give it for Language? 

 

Materials 

• Part 1 candidate’s answer 

• C2 Assessment Scale 

 

Candidates' answers 

Candidate A 
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Task Three 

Read through the candidate’s answer and decide how it is different from the previous answer. 

 


