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Assessment criteria B2 First - Teachers 

Band Grammar and 
Vocabulary 

Discourse 
Management Pronunciation Interactive 

Communication Global Achievement 

5 

Shows a good 
degree of control of a 
range of simple and 
some complex 
grammatical forms. 
Uses a range of 
appropriate 
vocabulary to give 
and exchange views 
on a wide range of 
familiar topics. 

Produces extended 
stretches of language 
with very little 
hesitation. 
Contributions are 
relevant and there is 
a clear organisation 
of ideas. 
Uses a range of 
cohesive devices and 
discourse markers. 

  
Is intelligible. 
Intonation is 
appropriate. 
Sentence and word 
stress is accurately 
placed. 
Individual sounds 
are articulated 
clearly. 

Initiates and 
responds 
appropriately, 
linking contributions 
to those of other 
speakers. 
Maintains and 
develops the 
interaction and 
negotiates towards 
an outcome. 

 
Handles 
communication on a 
range of familiar topics, 
with very little 
hesitation. 
Uses accurate and 
appropriate linguistic 
resources to express 
ideas and produce 
extended discourse 
that is generally 
coherent. 

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5. 

3 

Shows a good 
degree of control of 
simple grammatical 
forms, and attempts 
some complex 
grammatical forms. 
Uses a range of 
appropriate 
vocabulary to give 
and exchange views 
on a range of familiar 
topics. 

Produces extended 
stretches of language 
despite some 
hesitation. 
Contributions are 
relevant and there is 
very little repetition. 
Uses a range of 
cohesive devices. 

Is intelligible. 
Intonation is 
generally 
appropriate. 
Sentence and word 
stress is generally 
accurately placed. 
Individual sounds 
are generally 
articulated clearly. 

Initiates and 
responds 
appropriately. 
Maintains and 
develops the 
interaction and 
negotiates towards 
an outcome with 
very little support. 

 
Handles 
communication on 
familiar topics, despite 
some hesitation. 
Organises extended 
discourse but 
occasionally produces 
utterances that lack 
coherence, and some 
inaccuracies and 
inappropriate usage 
occur. 

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3. 

1 

Shows a good 
degree of control of 
simple grammatical 
forms. 
Uses a range of 
appropriate 
vocabulary when 
talking about 
everyday situations. 

Produces responses 
which are extended 
beyond short 
phrases, despite 
hesitation. 
Contributions are 
mostly relevant, 
despite some 
repetition. 
Uses basic cohesive 
devices. 

Is mostly intelligible, 
and has some 
control of 
phonological 
features at both 
utterance and word 
levels. 

Initiates and 
responds 
appropriately. 
Keeps the 
interaction going 
with very little 
prompting and 
support. 

 
Handles 
communication in 
everyday situations, 
despite hesitation. 
Constructs longer 
utterances but is not 
able to use complex 
language except in 
well-rehearsed 
utterances. 

0 Performance below Band 1. 

 
UCLES (2018). B2 First. Handbook for teachers. Av ailable at 
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/CER_6168_V1_APR19_Cambridge_English_First_Handbook_WEB_v3.PDF  [Accessed 12th May  2019] 
 

 

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/Images/CER_6168_V1_APR19_Cambridge_English_First_Handbook_WEB_v3.PDF
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Success criteria B2 First - Students 

Grammar and Vocabulary Yes No Comments / Examples 

Has your partner used simple grammar? 
   

Has your partner tried to use some more difficult grammar e.g. 
conditionals, perfect tenses, modal verbs? 

   

Has your partner used synonyms?    

Has your partner used enough vocabulary to express his / her ideas?    

Discourse Management Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Pronunciation Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Interactive Communication Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Global Achievement Yes No Comments / Examples 
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Assessment criteria B1 Preliminary - 
Teachers 

Band Grammar & 
Vocabulary 

Discourse 
Management Pronunciation Interactive 

Communication Global Achievement 

5 

Shows a good degree 
of control of simple 
grammatical forms, 
and attempts some 
complex grammatical 
forms. 
Uses a range of 
appropriate vocabulary 
to give and exchange 
views on familiar 
topics. 

Produces extended 
stretches of language 
despite some 
hesitation. 
Contributions are 
relevant despite some 
repetition. 
Uses a range of 
cohesive devices. 

  
Is intelligible. 
Intonation is 
generally 
appropriate. 
Sentence and word 
stress is generally 
accurately placed. 
Individual sounds are 
generally articulated 
clearly. 

Initiates and 
responds 
appropriately. 
Maintains and 
develops the 
interaction and 
negotiates towards 
an outcome with very 
l ittle support. 

 
Handles 
communication on 
familiar topics, 
despite some 
hesitation.  
Organises extended 
discourse but 
occasionally produces 
utterances that lack 
coherence, and some 
inaccuracies and 
inappropriate usage 
occur. 

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5. 

3 

Shows a good degree 
of control of simple 
grammatical forms. 
Uses a range of 
appropriate vocabulary 
when talking about 
familiar topics. 

Produces responses 
which are extended 
beyond short phrases, 
despite hesitation. 
Contributions are 
mostly relevant, but 
there may be some 
repetition. 
Uses basic cohesive 
devices. 

Is mostly intelligible, 
and has some control 
of phonological 
features at both 
utterance and word 
levels. 

Initiates and 
responds 
appropriately. 
Keeps the interaction 
going with very little 
prompting and 
support. 

 
Handles 
communication in 
everyday situations 
despite hesitation.  
Constructs longer 
utterances but is not 
able to use complex 
language except in 
well-rehearsed 
utterances. 

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3. 

1 

Shows sufficient 
control of simple 
grammatical forms. 
Uses a l imited range of 
appropriate vocabulary 
to talk about familiar 
topics. 

Produces responses 
which are 
characterised by short 
phrases and frequent 
hesitation. 
Repeats information or 
digresses from the 
topic. 

Is mostly intelligible, 
despite l imited 
control of 
phonological 
features. 

Maintains simple 
exchanges, despite 
some difficulty. 
Requires prompting 
and support. 

 
Conveys basic 
meaning in very 
familiar everyday 
situations.  
Produces utterances 
which tend to be very 
short – words or 
phrases – with 
frequent hesitation 
and pauses. 

0 Performance below Band 1. 

 

UCLES (2018). B1 Preliminary for Schools. Handbook for teachers. Av ailable at https://key andpreliminary .cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-
resources  [Accessed 18th Nov ember 2019] 

https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-resources
https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-resources
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Success criteria B1 Preliminary - Students  

Grammar and Vocabulary Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Discourse Management Yes No Comments / Examples 

Does your partner use short phrases?    

Are there too many pauses?    

Is your partner describing the photo?    

Is your partner repeating his / her ideas?    
Is your partner using connectors e.g. and, then, but, however, 
because?    

Pronunciation Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Interactive Communication Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Global Achievement Yes No Comments / Examples 
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Assessment criteria A2 Key - Teachers 

 

 

UCLES (2018). A2 Key for Schools. Handbook for teachers. Av ailable at https://key andpreliminary .cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#f ree-
resources  [Accessed 18th Nov ember 2019] 

Band Grammar & Vocabulary Pronunciation Interactive 
Communication Global Achievement 

5 

Shows a good degree of 
control of simple 
grammatical forms. Uses 
a range of appropriate 
vocabulary when talking 
about everyday 
situations. 

Is mostly intelligible, and 
has some control of 
phonological features at 
both utterance and word 
levels.   

Maintains simple 
exchanges. Requires 
very little prompting 
and support.  

Handles communication 
in everyday situations, 
despite hesitation.  
Constructs longer 
utterances but is not 
able to use complex 
language except in well-
rehearsed utterances.  

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5. 

3 

Shows sufficient control 
of simple grammatical 
forms. Uses appropriate 
vocabulary to talk about 
everyday situations.  

Is mostly intelligible, 
despite limited control of 
phonological features.  

Maintains simple 
exchanges, despite 
some difficulty. 
Requires prompting 
and support.  

Conveys basic meaning 
in very familiar everyday 
situations.  
Produces utterances 
which tend to be very 
short – words or phrases 
– with frequent 
hesitation and pauses.  

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1 and 3. 

1 

Shows only limited 
control of a few 
grammatical forms. Uses 
a vocabulary of isolated 
words and phrases.  

Has very limited control 
of phonological features 
and is often 
unintelligible. 

Has considerable 
difficulty maintaining 
simple exchanges. 
Requires additional 
prompting and 
support. 

Has difficulty conveying 
basic meaning even in 
very familiar everyday 
situations.  
Responses are limited to 
short phrases or isolated 
words with frequent 
hesitation and pauses.  

0 Performance below Band 1. 

https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-resources
https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-resources
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Success criteria A2 Key - Students  

 

Grammar and Vocabulary Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Discourse Management Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Pronunciation Yes No Comments / Examples 

    

    

    

    

Interactive Communication Yes No Comments / Examples 

Does your classmate ask his / her partner questions?    

Does your classmate answer his / her partner’s questions?    

Does your classmate understand his / her partner without help?    

Does your classmate agree / disagree with his / her partner?    

Global Achievement Yes No Comments / Examples 
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UCLES (2018). A2 Key for Schools. Handbook for teachers. Av ailable at https://key andpreliminary .cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#f ree-
resources  [Accessed 18th Nov ember 2019] 

https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-resources
https://keyandpreliminary.cambridgeenglish.org/resources.htm#free-resources

