
How to keep your students’ attention when teaching 
English online

It can be easy for students to become distracted when learning online. It’s important to set boundaries 
to make sure your students get the most from their lesson. Here are our three top tips to help students 
avoid distractions:

Try to fi nd the right middle ground for you and your learners and let them play an active role in 
negotiating, agreeing and establishing these boundaries. 

Keep 
workspace 

clear and tidy

Put phones and 

other devices 

on silent mode, 

before the class 

starts

Close games and social media to turn off notifi cations

Students should, where possible, have a 

workspace where they are not distracted.

For more advice and resources to help you teach online, 
visit: cambridgeenglish.org/supporting-teachers

Use fl ashcards which are specifi cally designed 
to remind learners how they should be using 
their devices.


