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Where we live 
 

This month our activities will focus on life in cities and in the countryside. Our B2 First and C1 

Advanced students will watch a video about 15-minute cities. Our A2 Key and B1 Preliminary 

students will practise reading signs found in cities and in the countryside. Finally, our young 

learners will practise speaking about places in a town using prepositions of place. Happy 

teaching!  
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Should we live in 15-minute cities? 

 

Level: B2 First / C1 Advanced  

Skills: Listening, Speaking and Writing 

Interaction: Individual, in pairs and whole class  

activity 

Time: 85 mins 

 

Warm up (10’) – whole class activity 

 

• Do you live in a city, a town or in the countryside? 

• What do you like about the place where you live? Is there anything you don’t like 

about it? 

• Do you think more people live in cities or in rural areas? Why? 

• What are the advantages of living in a city?  

• What are the disadvantages? Is there anything we can do to tackle these issues? 

 

Listening (15’) – individual activity 

 

You are going to watch a video about 15-minute cities. What do you think a 15-minute city is? 

Read the questions below and write an answer. You will watch the video twice.  

 

 
 

1. How will the proportion of people living in cities change by the end of the century? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/the-simple-idea-that-could-transform-city-life/p0cqty38
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/the-simple-idea-that-could-transform-city-life/p0cqty38
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2. How is the 15-minute city different to the way cities are often designed?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. According to the video, what happens when we remove cars and traffic from cities? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What kind of planning policy have many cities had over the last 50 years? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Which benefits of greening the city are mentioned in the video? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Speaking (15’) – in pairs 

 

Look at the question below. Brainstorm some ideas in pairs, then choose 5 key factors that you 

think would be important to consider when deciding where to live and write them in the boxes 

below. Now exchange tasks with another pair of classmates.  

 

Read the ideas that your classmates have chosen. Discuss how important these factors are in 

choosing where to live. You have about 2 minutes for this. Then choose the one you think is 

the most important. You have about a minute for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing (45’) – individual activity 

 

Imagine that the city council where you live is planning to build a new shopping centre on the 

outskirts of the city. You would like to see more green spaces in the city and think the area 

should be turned into a park. You decide to write a proposal for the council explaining your 

concerns about the plans to build a shopping centre and how you think a park would benefit 

the local community. Write your proposal in 220-260 words.  
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Suggested answers 
 

1. How will the proportion of people living in cities change by the end of this century? 
Currently half of the population live in cities. This will increase to around 90% by the 
end of this century.  
 

2. How is the 15-minute city different to the way cities are often designed? 
In a 15-minute city, all urban citizens should have everything they need within a 15-
minute cycle ride or walk from home.   
 

3. According to the video, what happens when we remove cars and traffic from cities? 
There is more space for greening and more opportunities to meet up with friends in 
the street. 
 

4. What kind of planning policy have many cities had over the last 50 years? 
A policy which is about zoning, where different activities like working, shopping, or 
home life are separated in the city.  
 

5. Which benefits of greening the city are mentioned in the video? 
There are more opportunities for rainwater to infiltrate the soil, which will enhance a 
healthy ecosystem.  
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2. Signs in our neighbourhood 

Level: A2 Key /B1 Preliminary  

Skills: Reading, Speaking and Writing 

Interaction: Individual, in pairs and whole class  

activity 

Time: 40 minutes  

Warm up (10’) – whole class activity 

• Do you live in the city or countryside? 

• What activities can you do in the city?  

• What can you do in the countryside?  

• Do you prefer spending time in the city or in the country? Why?  

• Do you usually spend your holidays in cities or in the country? Why? 

 

Reading (10’) – individual activity 

Read the signs below and choose the correct meaning from the options. 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Tickets cost less than €5 for all children. 

 

B. Children under 5 can’t enter the 

museum. 

 

C. Children younger than 5 don’t need to 

buy a ticket. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Museum Ticket Prices 

Adults……………………………………€10 

Students………….………………………€7 

Children………….……………….………€6 

Free entry for children under 5. 

 

Job vacancy for 
part-time shop 
assistant with 
flexible working 
hours. Please 
request more 
information 
inside.  
 

A. This is an advertisement for a 
temporary job. 
 

B. The job has specific working hours. 

C. For more information, you should enter 
the shop and ask about the job.  
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3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking (10’) – in pairs 
 

Work with a partner and think of a conversation you might have in one of the places in the 

exercise above. You and your partner should choose a role to play in the conversation (for 

example, one person is the customer and the other is a member of staff at the museum). You 

have 10 minutes to think about what you would like to say or any questions you would like to 

ask. Then act out the conversation with your partner.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Valley Riding School 

Individual and group horse riding 

lessons for all ages and levels. For 

more information call 0794432698 
 

A. You don’t need experience to take 
lessons. 
 

B. The school doesn’t offer private classes. 

C. Lessons are not available for adults.  
 

 

 

 

 A. This weekend there is 20% off 
everything at the village market. 
 

B. This weekend some items have a 20% 
discount. 

 
C. The special offer is available on 

Saturdays and Sundays.  
D. .  
 

 

 

 

 

Village market 

Fresh fruit and 

vegetables at the 

best prices. 

Special offer this 

weekend only – 

20% off selected 

items.  

Notice 
The pool is for hotel guests only. 

Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

                          

A. You can only use the pool if you are 
staying at the hotel. 
 

B. The pool in the hotel is only for 
children. 

 
C. Adults and children must be 

accompanied to use the pool.  
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Writing (10’) – individual activity 

 

You want to go to a museum on Saturday with your English friend, Claire. Write an email to 

Claire. In your email:  

 

• ask Claire to go to a museum with you on Saturday. 

• say which museum you want to go to. 

• say how you will get there.  

 

Write 25 words or more. 

 

Key 

 
1. C 

2. C 

3. A 

4. B  

5. A 
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3. My town 

 

Level: Pre A1 Starters, A1 Movers & A2 Flyers 

Skills: Speaking  

Interaction: individual, in pairs and whole class  

activity 

Time: 25 minutes 

 

Warm up (10’) – whole class activity 

• Do you live in a town or city?  

• Are there any shops there? Which ones? 

• Is there a bank? 

• Is there a café? 

• Which other places are there? 

 

Look at the picture below. 

• What can you see in this town? 

• Can you find someone who is asking for help?  

• What do you think they are asking? 
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Vocabulary (5’) – individual activity (Pre A1 Starters, A1 Movers) 

Look at the pictures and the words. Write the correct word under the picture.  

 

 

Example    

                                                       

         Behind 

 

1.                                             2.                                      3.  

 

 

                      _____________               _____________               _____________ 

                  4.                                            5.  

 

 

                            _____________                                           _____________      

 

Speaking (10’) – in pairs or small groups 

Student A: Choose a place in the picture above (for example, the bank). Your partner will ask 

you questions to guess the place. You can only answer with yes or no.  

 

Student B: Ask your partner questions to guess the place they have chosen in the picture. Look 

at the ideas below to help you: 

 

- Is it a big place? 

- Is it white? 

- Is it next to the library? 

- Is it in front of the shopping centre? 

 

Now switch roles. Take turns to guess the place.  

 

 

behind        next to        under        in        between        in front of  



10 
 

Warm-up suggested answers 

• What can you see in this town? 

A bank, shops, a bus station, a sports centre, a supermarket, a library, a shopping 

centre, a café, a market. 

• Can you find someone who is asking for help?  

The girl with the blonde hair and pink t-shirt.  

• What do you think they are asking? 

She is asking for directions. 
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