
Improving the 
performance of 
young learners in 
Cambridge English 
exams 



Aims 
• To explore ideas about young learner motivation 

in relation to exam preparation 
• To look at some practical ideas for preparing 

pupils for Cambridge English: Young Learners 
tests 

• To consider ways of involving parents  
in exam preparation 



Motivating young learners 
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To motivate learners, we need to … 

• Grab their ATTENTION 
• Get them INTERESTED 

A picture 

A sound A piece  
of music 

A joke 
A word or 

phrase 

A question 
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To motivate learners, we need to … 

• Grab their ATTENTION 
• Get them INTERESTED 
• Make them feel CHALLENGED 
• Keep them ENGAGED 
• PRAISE them to create a sense of 

success 
• Make them feel SAFE to take risks 
• Make sure there is plenty of VARIETY 



Ideas for preparing  
learners for Cambridge English: Young 
Learners tests 

• Cambridge English: Starters 
• Cambridge English: Movers 
• Cambridge English: Flyers 



Performance of candidates in Cambridge 
English exams 
My students find this difficult: 
A. Listening 
B. Reading and Writing 
C. Speaking 
D. Not sure 

 



Performance of candidates in Cambridge 
English exams 
My students find this easy: 
A. Listening 
B. Reading and Writing 
C. Speaking 
D. Not sure 

 



Grade statistics 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/research-and-validation/  
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How often do you use  
vocabulary lists to prepare tasks  
and activities? 

A. All the time 
B. Sometimes 
C. Hardly ever 



What are some different  
ways of testing vocabulary? 

 



What are some different  
ways of testing vocabulary? 
• Memory tests 
• Drawing a picture by listening 
• Colouring a picture by listening 
• Listen and point 
• Wordsearch activities 

 



Joe 

Sue 

Tom 

Miss 
Jones 



Now write your answers to  
these questions on a piece of paper: 

1)  What is Joe doing? 
2)  What is Joe wearing? 
3)  What is Tom doing? 
4)  What is Sue doing? 
5)  What colour is Miss Jones wearing? 

 



Now write your answers to  
these questions on a piece of paper: 

1)  What is Joe doing?  Playing (the) guitar 
2)  What is Joe wearing? 
3)  What is Tom doing? 
4)  What is Sue doing? 
5)  What colour is Miss Jones wearing? 
 

 



Now write your answers to  
these questions on a piece of paper: 

1)  What is Joe doing?  Playing (the) guitar 
2)  What is Joe wearing? 
3)  What is Tom doing? 
4)  What is Sue doing? 
5)  What colour is Miss Jones wearing? 

 



Now write your answers to  
these questions on a piece of paper: 

1)  What is Joe doing? Playing (the) guitar 
2)  What is Joe wearing? A white shirt, a tie and 

grey trousers 
3)  What is Tom doing? painting 
4)  What is Sue doing? drawing 
5)  What colour is Miss Jones wearing?  

green 
 



Joe 

Sue 

Tom 

Miss 
Jones 



• F 
• G 
• P 
• T 
• C 
• R 
• D 
• W 



I spy with my 
little eye 

something 
beginning with P 

Is it pencil? 

• F 
• G 
• P 
• T 
• C 
• R 
• D 
• W 



• F – flowers 
• G – guitar, glasses 
• P – pencils, picture 
• T – table 
• C – chair 
• R – radio 
• D – door 
• W – window 



 



 



Cambridge English: Flyers  
Reading & Writing: Part 1  

 



http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/essential-british-english/ 

A bag that you carry on your back, with two 
straps that go over your shoulders =  

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/essential-british-english/


Jumbled letters 



The home  
(Cambridge English: Movers combined thematic word list) 

1) olrof 
2) asrtsi 
3) coblayn 
4) mseabetn 

 



The home  
(Cambridge English: Movers combined thematic word list) 

1) floor  
2) stairs 
3) balcony 
4) basement 

 



Cambridge English:  
Movers Reading & Writing: Part 2 



Cambridge English:  
Flyers Reading & Writing: Part 2 



 



 

The door to the snake 
house is closed/open 

There are 
two/three/four 

snakes 

The tiger is 
sleeping/waking 

up/eating 



Cambridge English: Movers  
and Cambridge English: Flyers Writing 
My last holiday 
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My last holiday … 
• I went to the sea. 
• Maria went to the sea. I flew in a plane.  
• Maria went to the sea. Juan flew in a plane.  

I swam in the sea. 
• Maria went to the sea. Juan flew in a plane. 

Carlos swam in the sea. I watched a film. 
• ………. 



My last holiday …  
• Maria went to the sea.  
• Juan flew in a plane.  
• Carlos swam in the sea.  
• Teresa watched a film. 
• Maria ate in a restaurant. 
• Juan played football. 
• Carlos went to a museum. 
• Teresa took photos. 

 



Variety and fun  
• Giving a story a title 
• Choosing the best title for a story 
• True or false/yes or no tasks 
• Memory games 
• Guessing games 
• Making a poster 
• Writing one-word answers to questions 
• Putting things in order or categories 
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Teaching tips 
• Set regular, achievable goals for the week or 

month 
• Plan when you will give homework 
• Show learners how to get organised by keeping 

notes/using colours/diagrams/vocabulary 
notebook 

• Review learning – set regular fun  
reviews that promote revision  

• Encourage self-correction 
 



How much do your learners’  
parents get involved in their English learning? 

A. Most of my learners’ parents are involved. 
B. Some of my learners’ parents are involved. 
C. Very few of my learners’ parents are involved. 
D. None of my learners’ parents are involved 
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Ideas for involving parents at home 
• Vocabulary review list 
• Worksheet – find 10 things at home that are … 
• Worksheet – write 10 things there are in the … 

at home 
• Worksheet – list of five foods/sports/etc.; 

members of the family rank them in order 
according to criteria: e.g. how delicious  
they are/how much they like them 

• Keeping a progress chart  



Webinar summary –  
we’ve looked at: 
• Motivation and exam preparation 
• Practical ideas for preparing pupils for 

Cambridge English: Young Learners tests 
• Ways of involving parents in exam preparation 
• Where to find resources to support  

your teaching for Cambridge English  
exams 



Questions & Answers 
With 

 
Jason Street, Assessment Manager 
Cambridge English 
 
Dr. Miranda Hamilton 
Cambridge English Consultant 

 
 



Further information 

University of Cambridge 
Cambridge English Language Assessment 
1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997 
Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 
Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org 
 
Keep up to date with what’s new via the  
Cambridge English Language Assessment website:  
www.cambridgeenglish.org 
 
For information on Cambridge English webinars for teachers: 
www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars 
 

Tasks for Teenagers 
22  & 24 September 2014  
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