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Aims of the webinar

« Cambridge English listening task types

e The skills candidates need for the different
task types

« How to prepare your students

 Resources available from Cambridge
English Language Assessment
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Outline of the webinar

* Overview of different listening tests

ne different text types in the tests
ne different task types in the tests

ne skills that candidates need

Detailed look at:
— note-taking tasks
— multiple-choice tasks.
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Cambridge English
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Cambridge English listening text types

e Formal/informal conversations

 Answerphone messages

 News broadcasts

e Radio discussions

e Speeches

e Interviews

 Announcements on television or in a public place
 Anecdotes

e Lectures
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Overview of listening task types

* Multiple-choice questions
— options are pictures
— options are text.

e Matching
* Note-taking/gap-filling
* True/false tasks
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What listening involves ...
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Listening skills

Listening:
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for topic

for speaker purpose
to identify the speaker
for specific detall

for main points

to understand opinion
to follow an argument

to infer something (not directly stated).
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Note-taking task
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Note-taking tasks are:

A. easier than other task types.
B. the same difficulty as other task types.
C. harder than other task types.
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Note-taking task rubric

You will hear an interview with a woman

called Helen Hunter who runs a summer
camp for teenagers.

For questions 9-18, complete the
sentences.
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SUMMER CAMPS

Helen says that people taking part in the summer camp usually sleep in a

A. verb
B. noun

C. adjective
D. adverb
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The summer camp is a chance for teenagers to meet people and learn

10
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As an example of a practical activity, Helen tells us about a team which built a

11
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Helping with prediction

e choose a task
e show them the instructions/rubric
e ask them questions about what they’ll hear

e ask them to identify the part of speech of
each gapped word

e get them to predict possible answers that
fit the gaps
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SUMMER CAMPS

Helen says that people taking part in the summer camp usually sleep in a
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SUMMER CAMPS

Helen says that people taking part in the summer camp usually sleep in a

Helen: ‘The people taking part in the
summer camp usually sleepina ...’
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SUMMER CAMPS

Helen says that people taking part in the summer camp usually sleep in a

Interviewer: What exactly is a summer camp? Do you sleep
In a tent, cook over an open fire, that sort of thing?

Helen: Well, sorry to disappoint you, but these days, we
prefer to take over a school, where participants sleep and
get to take showers in the morning and all that, although

camping might be one of the optional activities.
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Use a tapescript to:

e ralse awareness of:
— paraphrase
— distraction
— distribution of answers
— cueing.
e get students to highlight words, then use

highlighted words in word games, e.g. snap with
phrases that have similar meanings

e get students to check their predictions
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Note-taking tasks

» predicting content of recording

e predicting answers to questions

« dealing with paraphrase

 Identifying answers and ruling out distraction

« keeping track of position in the text

e checking answers are logical and ‘fit’ the gaps
e checking answers are spelled correctly
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Multiple-choice tasks

 single questions
e a series of questions

Audio:
 monologue
e two or more speakers
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Cambrldge English: Preliminary

Listening task (B1)

Questions 8-13

You will hear a woman called Lucy talking on the radio about a new magazine.
For each question, put a tick (v') in the correct box.
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Cambrldge English: Preliminary

Listening task (B1)

Questions 8-13

You will hear a woman called Lucy talking on the radio about a new magazine.
For each question, put a tick (¥') in the correct box.

8 What is Lucy’s main reason
for starting a new magazine?
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Cambridge English: Preliminary

Listening task (B1)

8 What is Lucy’s main reason
for starting a new magazine?

Woman [I'm Lucy Holmes and I'm here today to tell you
about my work. People ask me why | decided to

start a new magazine. Well, I've been a journalist

for many years working for newspapers and
magazines in this country and abroad. I've always
dreamt of starting my own magazine, not because |
want to be rich but because | want to do something
different. And now I've done it! It is different from
other magazines and I'm sure it's going to be

successful.
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What Is Lucy’s main reason for starting a
new magazine?

A. She was asked to do It.
B. She wanted more writing experience.

C. She wanted to produce her own
magazine.
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In the second half of the magazine, you can
find
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In the second half of the magazine, you can
find

A. reviews of local artists’ work.

B. articles about local people.

C. articles to help local businesses.
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In the second half of the magazine, you can
find reviews of local artists’ work.
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‘That’s one half of the magazine, the other half is the
articles. We want to write about the lives of local people.
They may be famous or not but they have all done
something interesting such as developing a new business.
There are several famous artists in the city, like Lisa
Goodchild, who has talked to us about her life in the first
Issue. We hope to interview a wide variety of people.’
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I\/Iultiple-choice tasks

* Predict content while reading/listening to the
Instructions

* Use the pauses to read stems and predict
nossible answers

e Listen to ‘cues’ in the text to keep track

* Look at the options while you are listening
 Check the answer during the second listening
 Think about use of paraphrase
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Other activities to practise listening
skills

 use different recordings
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Other activities to practise listening
skills

 use different listening texts:
— get recordings online/from BBC iPlayer
— organise a talk
— play an excerpt from a DVD
— soNngs.
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Other activities to practise listening
skills

» use the chronology of a story

e use a simplified version of a story

e use role play

e teach the pronunciation
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Teaching Support website

e Information about
all Cambridge English
Language Assessment
examinations and teaching
gualifications

» Teaching resources for
each part of each exam

e Lots more features to
support teachers

www.cambridgeenglish.org/teachingsupport
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Teaching Support website

. . e pOMBRILCEINLLOS
Listening resources [l
Cambridge English

Lesson plans and Teaching Support

materials provided: oo 8t e

. . T R %
’ to glve an OverVIeW FIND FREE RESOURCES

Lesson plans, worksheets, cdassroom activities and teaching idess from Cambridge English Languages

. .
Of th e L I Ste n I n g Assessment and teachers registered on the site. Find resources by choosing from either, or both of the

following options:

paper General English j |Listening j Search |

Plezze note your se2rch will be much guldker I you seanch by exam 2nd language skl

o to d eve I 0 p I iste n i n g Created by Cambridge English || Crested by Teachers

.
S kl I IS The rescurces below have been oreated or scoedited by Cambridge English Lenguage Assessment.
SNOWIng: 1- 27 o127 Resourcss |5:.t resources by j -

« to develop
|anguage skills www.cambridgeenglish.org/teachingsupport
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Cambridge English Oniine

Teacher geese

« Courses
Earn a certificate from Cambridge.

 EXperts
Live every week: advice and webinars.

« Knowledge
Stay inspired with articles and videos.

Join at
www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org
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Cambridge English .

Teacher geese

Courses of Relevance

,\ Understanding Assessment

Membership includes a course of your choice.
10-20h online self-study. Certificate on completion.

Enrol at
www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org
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Cambridge English Oniine

Teacher geese

Resources of Relevance

Second Language Listening:
Where Are We?

l Listening and
) Background Knowledge

a Working Well in Groups

Search on
www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org
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Official support

Shop for official preparation materials:
 Cambridge English Language Assessment
www.cambridgeenglish.org/prepare-and-practise

e Cambridge University Press
www.cambridge.org/elt/exams

Free resources and information:

e Teachers www.cambridgeenglish.org/teachingsupport

e Candidates www.cambridgeenglish.org

* Recognising organisations N
www.cambridgeenglish.org/recognition
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Unique preparation materials

 Internationally recognised authors

e EXperts in teaching, learning and
assessment

« Based on research into real exam
candidates’ answers and the mistakes

they make
www.cambridge.org/elt/exams
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Further information

Changes to Cambridge English: First and First for Schools from 2015

24 and 26 February 2014

University of Cambridge

Cambridge English Language Assessment B o s T
1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK I e——
Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997
Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 Eambrbge Eng

. ) . ‘ebinars for Teachers
Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org e —
Keep up to date with what's new via the e =i

Cambridge English Language Assessment website:
www.cambridgeenglish.org

For information on Cambridge English webinars for teachers:
www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars
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