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Over 13,500 organisations globally 
recognise Cambridge English exams 

For a full list of organisations worldwide accepting Cambridge English exams 
visit www.cambridgeenglish.org/recognition 
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Aims of the webinar 
• Cambridge English listening task types 
• The skills candidates need for the different 

task types 
• How to prepare your students 
• Resources available from Cambridge 

English Language Assessment 
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Outline of the webinar 

• Overview of different listening tests 
• The different text types in the tests 
• The different task types in the tests 
• The skills that candidates need 
• Detailed look at:  

– note-taking tasks  
– multiple-choice tasks. 
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Cambridge English listening text types 

• Formal/informal conversations 
• Answerphone messages 
• News broadcasts 
• Radio discussions 
• Speeches 
• Interviews 
• Announcements on television or in a public place 
• Anecdotes 
• Lectures 
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Overview of listening task types 
• Multiple-choice questions 

– options are pictures 
– options are text. 

• Matching 
• Note-taking/gap-filling  
• True/false tasks 
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What listening involves … 
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Listening skills 
Listening: 

– for topic 
– for speaker purpose 
– to identify the speaker 
– for specific detail 
– for main points 
– to understand opinion 
– to follow an argument 
– to infer something (not directly stated).  
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Note-taking task 
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Note-taking tasks are: 
A. easier than other task types. 
B. the same difficulty as other task types. 
C. harder than other task types. 
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Note-taking task rubric 
You will hear an interview with a woman 
called Helen Hunter who runs a summer 
camp for teenagers.  
For questions 9–18, complete the 
sentences.  



© UCLES 2014 

 
A. verb 
B. noun 
C. adjective 
D. adverb 
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Helping with prediction 
• choose a task 
• show them the instructions/rubric 
• ask them questions about what they’ll hear 
• ask them to identify the part of speech of 

each gapped word 
• get them to predict possible answers that 

fit the gaps  
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Helen: ‘The people taking part in the 
summer camp usually sleep in a …’ 
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Interviewer: What exactly is a summer camp? Do you sleep 
in a tent, cook over an open fire, that sort of thing? 
Helen: Well, sorry to disappoint you, but these days, we 
prefer to take over a school, where participants sleep and 
get to take showers in the morning and all that, although 
camping might be one of the optional activities. 
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Use a tapescript to: 
• raise awareness of: 

– paraphrase 
– distraction  
– distribution of answers 
– cueing. 

• get students to highlight words, then use 
highlighted words in word games, e.g. snap with 
phrases that have similar meanings 

• get students to check their predictions 
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Note-taking tasks 
• predicting content of recording 
• predicting answers to questions 
• dealing with paraphrase 
• identifying answers and ruling out distraction 
• keeping track of position in the text 
• checking answers are logical and ‘fit’ the gaps 
• checking answers are spelled correctly 
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Multiple-choice tasks 
• single questions 
• a series of questions 
 
Audio: 
• monologue 
• two or more speakers 
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Cambridge English: Preliminary 
Listening task (B1) 
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Cambridge English: Preliminary 
Listening task (B1) 
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Cambridge English: Preliminary 
Listening task (B1) 
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What is Lucy’s main reason for starting a 
new magazine? 
 
A. She was asked to do it. 
B. She wanted more writing experience. 
C. She wanted to produce her own 

magazine. 
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In the second half of the magazine, you can 
find 
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In the second half of the magazine, you can 
find 
A. reviews of local artists’ work. 
B. articles about local people.  
C. articles to help local businesses.  
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In the second half of the magazine, you can 
find reviews of local artists’ work. 
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‘That’s one half of the magazine, the other half is the 
articles. We want to write about the lives of local people. 
They may be famous or not but they have all done 
something interesting such as developing a new business. 
There are several famous artists in the city, like Lisa 
Goodchild, who has talked to us about her life in the first 
issue. We hope to interview a wide variety of people.’ 
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Multiple-choice tasks 
• Predict content while reading/listening to the 

instructions 
• Use the pauses to read stems and predict 

possible answers 
• Listen to ‘cues’ in the text to keep track 
• Look at the options while you are listening 
• Check the answer during the second listening 
• Think about use of paraphrase 
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Other activities to practise listening 
skills 
• use different recordings 
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Other activities to practise listening 
skills 
• use different listening texts: 

– get recordings online/from BBC iPlayer 
– organise a talk 
– play an excerpt from a DVD 
– songs. 
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Other activities to practise listening 
skills 
• use the chronology of a story 
• use a simplified version of a story 
• use role play  
• teach the pronunciation 
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Teaching Support website 
• Information about  

all Cambridge English 
Language Assessment 
examinations and teaching 
qualifications 

• Teaching resources for 
each part of each exam 

• Lots more features to 
support teachers 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/teachingsupport 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/teach
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach
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Teaching Support website 
Listening resources  
Lesson plans and 
materials provided: 
• to give an overview 

of the Listening 
paper 

• to develop listening 
skills 

• to develop 
language skills. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/teachingsupport 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/teach
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach


• Courses 
Earn a certificate from Cambridge. 
 

• Experts 
Live every week: advice and webinars. 
 

• Knowledge 
Stay inspired with articles and videos. 

Online 
Professional 
Development 

Join at 
www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org 



Courses of Relevance 

Online 
Professional 
Development 

Enrol at 
www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org 

Membership includes a course of your choice. 
10-20h online self-study. Certificate on completion. 

Understanding Assessment 



Resources of Relevance 

Online 
Professional 
Development 

Search on 
www.CambridgeEnglishTeacher.org 

Second Language Listening: 
Where Are We? 

Listening and 
Background Knowledge 

Working Well in Groups 
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Official support 
Shop for official preparation materials: 

• Cambridge English Language Assessment 
www.cambridgeenglish.org/prepare-and-practise  

• Cambridge University Press 
www.cambridge.org/elt/exams  

 
Free resources and information: 

• Teachers www.cambridgeenglish.org/teachingsupport 
• Candidates www.cambridgeenglish.org 
• Recognising organisations 

www.cambridgeenglish.org/recognition 
 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/prepare-and-practise
http://www.cambridge.org/elt/exams
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/
http://www.cambridgeesol.org/teach
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/recognition


© UCLES 2014 

Unique preparation materials   
• Internationally recognised authors 
• Experts in teaching, learning and 

assessment 
• Based on research into real exam 

candidates’ answers and the mistakes 
they make 

 www.cambridge.org/elt/exams  

http://www.cambridge.org/elt/exams
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Further information 

University of Cambridge 
Cambridge English Language Assessment 
1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997 
Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 
Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org 
 
Keep up to date with what’s new via the  
Cambridge English Language Assessment website:  
www.cambridgeenglish.org 
 
For information on Cambridge English webinars for teachers: 
www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars 
 

Changes to Cambridge English: First and First for Schools from 2015 
24 and 26 February 2014 
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