
Cambridge English: 
First Writing Part 1 



Aim of this webinar 

• To look briefly at the Cambridge 
English: First exam and the 
changes for 2015 

• To explore Part 1 of the 
Cambridge English: First Writing 
paper 

• To look at the task and testing 
focus 

• To suggest activities to prepare 
for Part 1 of the Cambridge 
English: First Writing paper 



Cambridge English: First  
Revised: 3 hours 29 minutes Current: 3 hours 59 minutes 
Reading 
and Use of 
English 

• 1 hour 15 minutes 
• 7 parts 
• 52 questions 

Reading • 1 hour 
• 3 parts 
• 30 questions 

Use of 

English 
• 45 minutes 
• 4 parts 
• 42 questions 

Writing • 1 hour 20 minutes 
• 1 compulsory question 

(essay); 
1 from choice of 3 (or 4) 

Writing • 1 hour 20 minutes 
• 1 compulsory question 

(email letter);  
1 from choice of 5 

Listening • 40 minutes 
• 4 parts 
• 30 questions 

Listening • 40 minutes 
• 4 parts 
• 30 questions 

Speaking • 14 minutes 
• 4 parts 

Speaking • 14 minutes 
• 4 parts 



Cambridge English: First  
Writing paper 



Cambridge English: First Writing paper 
What is staying the same? 

Timing:  1 hour 20 minutes 
Parts:   2  
Questions:  4 for First  
     5 for First for Schools 
 
Candidates are required to complete 

two tasks:  
• Part 1:   a compulsory task  
• Part 2:   one task from a choice 

 



Cambridge English: First Writing paper 
What is changing? 

Part 1 (compulsory task):  essay (140–190 words) 
Part 2:      (140–190 words)  

 
 

Cambridge English: First  Part 2 
(choice of 3) 

Cambridge English: First for 
Schools  Part 2 (choice of 4) 

article article 
informal email/letter 
formal letter 

informal email/letter 
formal letter 

review review 
report story 

essay, article, review or letter on 
the set text 



Writing Part 1 



Areas to focus on in class 
• react to the question – answer it 
• brainstorm third content point 
• expand on all content points 
• plan effectively 
• look at essay structure 
• essay conventions  

• opening and concluding paragraphs 
• language  

• give opinions, 
• agree or disagree  
• linking words or phrases  



Thinking about the question 



The question and the content points 

Agree 
• It’s expensive to keep buying new 

clothes 
• People feel bad if they don’t have 

money to buy new fashions 
• It makes some people feel 

different if they aren’t fashionable 
or if they look different 

Disagree 
• Good for the economy – helps 

make money for companies and 
countries 

• Helps people feel that they belong 
• Can help you gain confidence and 

feel proud of how you look 
 



Thinking around the topic 



Thinking around the topic 



Back to the question… 



and the content points 

Agree 
A. It’s expensive to keep buying new 

clothes. 
B. It can discourage recycling 
C. It makes some people feel 

different if they aren’t 
fashionable or if they look 
different. 







 
• Environment – home = school 
• Facilities  
• Variety of teachers 
• Difficult to have a parent as a teacher 
• Follow your strengths 
• Study what you want to 
• One-to-one time 
• School is important for making friends 
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Opening and closing paragraph 

• Use question to write opening paragraph 
• Use paraphrase 
• Conclusion should round up what has been said in 

a concise way – give writer’s opinion 



Language and repetition 

 

 

I think … 



 

I think … 

I believe 

In my opinion 

I am convinced that 
It is my belief that 

I feel that 

One point I 
would like 
to make is  

I agree that 

As far  
as I am 
concerned 



Linking words and expressions 
Function Expression 

1.  Introduce new ideas A.  To sum up ...  

2.  Add information B.  In order to decide whether to ... or  
      not   

3.  Comparison C.  To consider the advantages and  
      disadvantages 

4.  Weigh up arguments D.  Besides/moreover/furthermore 

5.  Contrast E.  This is because of … 

6.  Give reasons F.  Similarly 

7.  Conclude G.  Whereas  
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Feedback on writing 

• I like the way you … 
• You used language such as … 
• I liked … because … 
• You could improve ... by … 
• I would change … to …, because … 



Marking  



Assessment criteria 



Candidate answer 

Subscale                                    mark 
Content                                            
Communicative Achievement  
Organisation       
Language    



Subscale                                    mark 
Content                              5              
Communicative Achievement 5 
Organisation      5 
Language   5 

Candidate answer 



Candidate answer 

Subscale                                     mark 
Content                                         
Communicative Achievement       
Organisation                                 
Language                                      



Candidate answer 

Subscale                                     mark 
Content                                        5 
Communicative Achievement      2 
Organisation                                2 
Language                                     2 



Further information 

•University of Cambridge 
•Cambridge English Language Assessment 
•1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK 
•Tel: +44 (0)1223 553997 
•Fax: +44 (0)1223 553621 
•Email: helpdesk@cambridgeenglish.org 
 

•Keep up to date with what’s new via the  
•Cambridge English Language Assessment website:  
www.cambridgeenglish.org 
 

•For information on Cambridge English webinars for teachers: 
•www.cambridgeenglish.org/webinars 
 

Classroom ideas for Cambridge English: Key for Schools and  
Preliminary for Schools 
17 and 19 November 2014 
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